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The DEAD DOG DISPATCH is a publication of the 
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS. The OPINIONS 
expressed herein are not necessarily those of the EDITOR, the 
GROTTO, nor the NSS. Material that is unsigned may be 
attributed to the EDITOR. Material contained within this 
PUBLICATION may be reproduced by the NSS and its 
GROTTOS, provided that PROPER CREDIT is given to the 

DEAD DOG DISPATCH and the AUTHOR. 

The DEAD DOG DISPATCH is a NON-PROFIT 
monthly newsletter published by the TRI-STATE GROTTO
of the NSS. SUBSCRIPTION RATES are $12.00 per year to 
SUBSCRIBING MEMBERS, and FREE with FULL and 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIPS to the TRI-STATE
GROTTO. 

TRI-STATE GROTTO OFFICERS 

CHAIR - John DiCarlo - 301-432-2323 
j.dicarlo@myactv,net

V-CHAIR - Bob Bennett - 304-671-0344 
gimpycaver@comcast.net

TREASURER- Elysia Mathias – 443-695-5350 
emathiasmba@gmail.com

SECRETARY – Donald ‘Doc’ Phillip 
 703-583-0390 

thosearemagicbeans@gmail.com

Member At Large - Tom Griffin - 240-676-3184 
A1TopCatDesign@gmail.com

Conservation Chair -  

Equipment Chair - Doc Phillips - 703-583-0390 
thosearemagicbeans@gmail.com

Membership Chair - Bob Bennett -304-671-0344 
Newsletter Editor --- Bob Bennett ----304-671-0344 

Funding - Paulette Bennett -304-671-8317 
P R Chair ----------- 
Safety Chair -------- 
Program Dir -------- 
Youth Chair -------- 

TRI-STATE GROTTO MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE AS 
FOLLOWS:

FULL MEMBERSHIP -----------$10.00 (Must be NSS)
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP---$12.00 (Non-NSS)
SUBSCRIBING MEMBERSHIP-$12.00 (Non-Voting)
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP -------$2.00/FAMILY 
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP ---- $200.00 (Must be NSS)
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP ---- $50/YEAR 
(SUSTAINING-$50/yr until $200 total is met) 
(FULL FAMILY-must be NSS)(Voting rights if over 16) 
(FAMILY ASSOCIATE-non NSS)(Voting over 16)

Payment of DUES can be made at MONTHLY MEETINGS 
or can be SENT TO: 

ELYSIA MATHIAS, TREASURER 
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS 

133 DEVONSHIRE RD. 
HAGERSTOWN, MD 21740 

443-695-5350 
E-MAIL: emathiasmba@gmail.com

For MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION contact: 

BOB BENNETT, MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS 

464 HUCKLEBERRY DR. 
GERRARDSTOWN, WV 25420-0211 

304-821-4621 
E-MAIL:  gimpycaver@comcast.net

** The photo on this month’s cover was taken by 
Tom Griffin in a new Jefferson Co, WV cave called 
Stafford Cave. 

**** Don’t forget, the JONES QUARRY BOOKLET is 
ALMOST GONE! There are 10 left! If you are interested in 

purchasing a copy of the BOOKLET, contact BOB 
BENNETT 304-821-4621(H) or 304-671-0344(C) E-MAIL 

at gimpycaver@comcast.net
The copy will cost $6.00 each plus the cost of shipping! 

******10 LEFT!******

WE NEED EVERYONE TO KEEP THINKING ABOUT 
VOLUNTEERING FOR AN OPEN POSITION. WE 

STILL HAVE 4 POSITIONS OPEN! 
PLEASE GIVE IT SOME THOUGHT. WE NEED YOUR 
SUPPORT! 
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2019 
APR 1 --- ALL FOOL’S DAY 
APR 2 --- PB&J DAY 
APR 6-7 --- Spring Restoration – Grand Caverns 
APR 7 ---- NATIONAL BEER DAY 
APR 7 --- Hardy Co Meeting – George Dasher noon 
APR 10 --- TSG meeting – 7pm 
APR 13 --- Jones Quarry Cleanup – 10am 
APR 15 --- TAX DAY 
APR 17 --- BAT APPRECIATION DAY 
APR 19 --- GOOD FRIDAY 
APR 20 --- Reopening dig for Silers Cave – 

     Contact SilersCave@Karst.org for info! 
APR 20 --- NSS Convention discount ends! 
APR 21 --- EASTER 
APR 22 --- EARTH DAY 
APR 25-28 --- Fall VAR, Camp Powhatan,  

      Wytheville, VA 
APR 26 --- ARBOR DAY 
MAY 1 --- MAY DAY 
MAY 2-5 --- SERA 
MAY 5 --- SINKHOLE DE MAYO 
MAY 5 --- Children’s Day 
MAY 8 --- TSG meeting – 7pm 
MAY 11---- Heritage Day (Adam Stephen Day) –  

      9am 
MAY 12 --- MOTHERS DAY 
MAY 18 --- ARMED FORCES DAY 
MAY 18 --- Poor Farm Trip – See Tom – While 

       we are there we will be welding the 
      gate on the cave for the owner, then 
      we will be taking a trip in the cave 
      Nice cave with lots of walking passage,  
      actually a great cave for young’uns!  
     For those who want to camp in the  
      area we will be going into 
      Sharps Cave on Sunday. 

MAY 19 ---- Sharps Cave – see Tom Griffin 
MAY 23 --- Lucky Penny Day 
MAY 24-26 --- 49th Speleofest – Lone Star  

      Preserve, KY 
MAY 25 --- Homer Full Pit Trash Cleanup 
MAY 27 --- MEMORIAL DAY 
JUN 7-9 --- BUBBLE CAVE WEEKEND 
JUN 12 --- TSG meeting – 7pm 

JUN 14 --- FLAG DAY 
JUN 16 ---- FATHERS DAY 
JUN 17-21 --- NSS Convention – Cookville, TN 
JUN 20 --- WV Day 
JUN 21 --- SUMMER SOLSTICE 
JUL 4 ---- INDEPENDENCE DAY 
JUL 10 --- TSG Meeting – 7pm 
JUL 13 --- TSG Picnic – 12 Noon 
JUL 18 ---- HOT DOG DAY 
JUL 19-21 --- Karst-O-Rama – Great Saltpeter 

       Cave Preserve, Mt Vernon, KY 
JUL 25 --- National Carousel Day 
JUL 28 ---- PARENT’S DAY 
AUG 12 --- National Middle Child Day 
AUG 13 --- Left Handers Day 
AUG 13 ---- LEFT HANDERS DAY 
AUG 14 ---- TSG Meeting – 7pm 
AUG 16 ---- Elvis Died 
AUG 29 – SEP 2 --- OTR 
AUG 31 ---- Doo Dah Parade – 10am 
AUG 31 --- Polyester Power Hour – 1pm 
AUG 31 --- WVASS meeting – 630p 
SEP 1 ---- OTR Yard Sale – 9am 
SEP 1 ---- River Party – 1pm 
SEP 2 ---- LABOR DAY 

******* CAVE BUCKS ******** 
CAVE BUCKS is a voluntary donation for cave 
purchases. The money is collected at each  
monthly meeting and sent to the Conservancy of 
choice. The money SHOULD NEVER be kept 
past the week it is collected. 

Month of MARCH ------------------------- $38.01 

TOTAL TO DATE: -------------------- $7179.13

GREAT JOB EVERYONE! Let’s continue 
the giving! 

The money was sent to MAKC. 
Keep It Coming! 
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Tri-State Grotto ------------------- www.tristategrotto.net/
VAR ------------------------------------- www.varegion.org/
NSS ------------------------------------------ www.caves.org/
NSS Convention 2017 --------- http://nss2017.caves.org/
OTR --------------------------------------------- www.otr.org/
MAR -------------------------- www.caves.org/region/mar/
WVCC ---------------------------------------- www.wvcc.net/
Bob’s Web Site -------------- www.tristategrotto.net/Bob/
Jerry’s Cave Web Site ------------------------------------------- 

---------------------- http://www.caves.org/member/jerry/
Bob Gulden -------- www.caverbob.com/home.htm/
Rock Climbing Knots Friction ------------------------- 
www.chockstone.org/TechTips/prusik.htm#Bachman/
 Tri-State Grotto MySpace  -----------------------------
www.myspace.com/tristategrotto/
Animated Knots by Grog-www.animatedknots.com/
WV Caver ----------------http://wvcaver.speleo,us
WNS -------------------------------------------------------
http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%20Info.htm/ 
Containment Procedures --------------------------------
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/whitenosemessage.html/
Crystal Grottoes Caverns 
www.crystalgrottoescaverns.com

MONTH OF APRIL 

Jeff Hajenga, Alex Hersom, Jeff Jahn, Dennis 
Parsons, Donald ‘Doc’ Phillips, Ann Sherherd 

Happy Birthday 

TSG Meeting (18 people in 
attendance) 
3/13/2019 

John called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  
Elysia gave the Treasurer's Report. 
Doc reported the minutes of last month’s meeting 
February 13, 2019. 

Old Business: The tent pole committee reports 
that the remaining poles have gone back into the 
restoration process now that the weather permits. 
All climbing gear is in perfect condition and ready 
to be used for the next climbing class which will 
be held on Wednesday at the James Rumsey 
Technical Institute. Climbing class is open to all 
members and guests. 
Doc has eleven working caving helmets and Tom 
has a dozen. All twenty-three are in ready to use 
condition. One helmet still has to be assembled 
with a new light. 
There was mention of passing a thumb drive in 
order to share information. 

New Business:  Permission was granted to dig a 
on private property in the Whitings Necks area in 
search for new caves. The parcel has multiple 
cave opportunities and volunteers will be needed. 
Dates to be announced. 
There was a discussion of insurance and liability 
if a cave guide is employed for some projects. 
The owners of the New Earth Granary, Johnny 
and Kathy Robinson, reported that they are 
interested in caving on 'this side of the mountain.' 
They also host a number of music festivals and 
camping opportunities.  There is a planned music 
festival in the Smoke Hole area June 14th and 
15th. Please check http://thenewearthgranary.com/
for more information. 
There was a discussion of TSG's three different 
climbing systems - Frog, Mitchell and Rope 
Walker. 
On Saturday, March the 16th, the Adam Stevens 
House will have a continuation of the dig and 
inspection of the excavation for any changes that 
may have occurred either by weather or time. 
The TSG members manual has been updated by 
John. Copies are obtainable via pdfs. 
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Trips:  There was a bat count involving about 
dozen cavers at Trout Cave's Biannual Bat Count. 
Counted was an approximate total of two hundred 
bats. The number was down on long eared bats 
and one was discovered to have White Nose 
Syndrome but was still alive with a good 
possibility of survival this late in the hibernation 
season. There is a possibility that Trout Cave may 
become available again but limiting to trips of ten 
cavers with a scientific purpose in mind. 
The Endless Cavern trip is planned for Sunday, 
March 24, to replace light bulbs and engage the 
ropes course. 
There was a lengthy discussion about Charleston 
Cave and the possibility of reopening the cave as 
a tourist attraction. There is approximately 340 
feet of cave with a lake. 
Spring registration is open for VAR via their 
website, http://www.jamesrivergrotto.com. The 
event will be held from Thursday through Sunday. 
Camping and parking may be separate. 
A trip is planned for Whitings Neck Cave, 
Wednesday, March 27. with a 6:00 pm meeting at 
the McDonald's Spring Mills exit 200. 
April 13th is the Jones Quarry Cave clean up. 
April 20th is the Poor Farm Cave gate repair. 
Contact Tom or Bob for details. 

Cave Bucks: $38.01 was collected 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 PM 

Respectfully submitted 
Donald 'Doc' Phillips / 32922 
Secretary 
Tri-State Grotto of the NSS 

A March Ridge Walk 
March 15, 2019 

By John DiCarlo NSS #25744 
In The Middle Of Nowhere –Adam Haines, Doc 
Phillips and I went out ridge walking.  We had a 
lead on a cave we hoped to find.  

We parked our cars and headed across a field.  We 
had our caving gear in packs so we wouldn’t have 
to come all the way back for it.  I took a GPS 
reading so we knew where the cars were.  We had a 
nice trail to follow, nice views, till we hit the 
woods.  The trail about disappeared.  We followed 
it a little way until it was just gone.  

At this point we turned and went straight up the 
mountain.  No trail, you just looked for spots where 
you could get through.  There were stickers, trees 
down, heavy brush; you get the picture. 

We made our way up and found a couple 
landmarks.  Turning right, we now started sweeping 
across the face of the mountain.  We had gone up 
the mountain a little to the left of where we thought 
the cave was and hoped we would pass by and find 
it. We strung out at this point.  I handed Doc a two-
way radio and kept the other one.  Adam went up 
higher.  I took the middle and Doc was below me. 

We made our way across.  At one point we passed a 
lot of rock and Adam said he couldn’t see water, but 
he could hear it below the rocks.  We went through 
a spot where there were a lot of trees down. This 
made the going slow.  We finally got out of that 
mess and soon came across a spring coming out of 
the slope.  We moved on and found another spring.  
Of course, we poked a stick up it to see if it would 
go.  You know how kids like to play with water.   

Tearing ourselves away we continued on.  At this 
point we passed where we thought the cave might 
be.  We went a little farther for good measure.  
Adam and I were in site of each other, but we 
couldn’t see Doc through the brush.  This is where 
the radios came in handy, staying in touch.  
Sometimes we did yell to see what direction we 
were. 

Adam and I turned and went farther up hill.  We 
swept across at different heights and still found 
nothing.  We cut back and dropped below the 
elevation that we had first came across, and we 
swept our way back.  We found a lot more springs 
at this lower elevation.  Doc also dropped down and 
came back across.  As Adam and I came across, we 
also started to drop down.  We passed the 
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landmarks we first noted and met Doc at a rather 
large rock outcropping.  

We rested here; we still had a way to go before we 
were out of the woods.  We made our way back to 
our feet and set out again through the woods.  A bit 
later we popped out of the woods back onto the 
worn trail.  It was sooo much easier.  We made our 
way back to our cars and checked out the time.  We 
had been gone three and a half hours. 

You know, sometimes you find something and 
sometimes you don’t.  Every rumor has this much 
truth.  (I’m holding my fingers two inches apart.)  
I’ll have to go back to my source and have another 
discussion about where this cave supposedly is.  We 
had a great day to “walk” through the woods.  The 
sun was shining, and the temperature was up.  
Adam said this was the first day this year that he 
drove around with his windows down. 

Of note, we did not see any deer, bears, squirrels, 
chipmunks, opossums, raccoons, people or even 
birds during our “walk” through the woods.  Not a 
living thing.  I thought that was very unusual.   

On top of all this, we were not done for the day.  
We guessed we had enough daylight to look at a 
sinkhole that Adam had come across at another site.  
We took off and headed there.   

Again, we hiked through the woods. But this time 
there was a nice path and it was fairly level.  We 
commented to each other how much nicer this walk 
was.  We made our way to the sinkhole and saw the 
opening. Adam climbed down and poked a stick in 
it.  He could feel cold air coming out. Looking 
around we found a second opening that also looked 
like it could go. Again, Adam poked his stick in the 
hole.  He could feel cold air and felt that it went. 
We saw what we came to see and headed back to 
our cars. As we stood there talking about the day’s 
activities it got dark.  It was a GREAT day to be 
outside. 

Adam Stephen Dig 
March 16, 2019 

Story and Photos by John DiCarlo, NSS # 25744 
Martinsburg, WV-Tri-State Grotto returned to the 
Adam Stephen house to check out the dig.  Last 
time we were here we were concerned about a large 
rock that had fallen from the ceiling.  The way the 
dig was going didn’t seem like it was following the 
hoped for passage to which we were trying to 
connect.  We were looking to see if there was a safe 
way onward. 

Our helpers were, Tom Griffin, Adam Haines, Beau 
Ouimette, Bob Bennett, John DiCarlo and Keith 
Hammersla. 

Looking around at the top, we observed that the dirt 
wall to the left of where we stood had sloughed off 
a bit of dirt.  To our right we saw that some more 
dirt, and also a big stone from the foundation, had 
fallen.  There is a rope that we use to pull the 
buckets back down into the hole. This rope had the 
lower end buried in the dirt previously. Now with 
the new collapse it buried more of the rope and now 
it was too taut to work with.  Tom unhooked the 
rope and let it fall into the hole, so he could clip in 
his harness. 
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Tom then lowered himself down the drop to the dig 
site.  Adam followed carrying a shovel as I lowered 
him down.  Tom asked for a few buckets and said to 
just throw them down.  I did, and then I lowered 
Beau down.   

We have given up digging on the left side as you 
look down. The plan is to dig on the right side.  
Instead of pulling the buckets of dirt up the drop, 
the dirt would be moved to the abandoned passage 
on the left side. 

The digging started.  The dirt flew.  At some point 
the partially buried rope was uncovered.  It was 
over three feet down.  More dirt was removed and 
we were close to a point where Tom had taken a 
measurement in the past that was 5 feet between 
some rocks. 

The digging kept up until Keith called us for lunch.  
This was a good stopping point, as there wasn’t 
much more that could be done until the large rocks 
were reduced. 

The guys down in the dig site came up one by one, 
and we rolled up loose end of the rope and stashed 
it on top of the ledge till next time.  We did not 
remove it as we thought it would give an 
appearance of an ongoing dig when tours come 
through.  

We moved over to the Triple Brick Building. As we 
walked into the kitchen we were amazed at the 
spread of food that Keith laid out in front of us.  We 
dove in and did our best to devour the food in front 
of us.  We did our best and there was still food left 
behind.  There is an old saying that if there’s food 
left over then everyone was filled up. 

We talked at the lunch table about our future plans 
for the dig while we stuffed our faces.  

We produced 25 work hours worth $125.00 for our 
day’s work. 
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Thistle Ass Cave (by Tom Griffin)   Stafford Cave (by Bob B) 

Adam Stephen dig (by Tom Griffin)    Bear Trap Pit (by Elysia Mathias) 
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DEAD DOG DISPATCH 

PPiitt iinn PPeennddlleettoonn CCoo ((bbyy BBBB))

DEAD DOG DISPATCH 
TRI-STATE GROTTO OF THE NSS 
BOB BENNETT, BOB BENNETT, EDITOR 
464 HUCKLEBERRY DR 
GERRARDSTOWN, WV 25420-0344           
304-671-0344 
gimpycaver@comcast.net 
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