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SUBSCRIBING MEMBERSHIP-$12.00 (Non-Voting)
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP --------$2.00/FAMILY
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP ---- $200.00
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP ---- $50/YEAR
(SUSTAINING-$50/yr until $200 total is met)
(FULL FAMILY-must be NSS)(Voting rights if over 16)
(FAMILY ASSOCIATE-non NSS)(Voting over 16)

The DEAD DOG DISPATCH is a publication of the
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS. The OPINIONS
expressed herein are not necessarily those of the EDITOR, the
GROTTO, nor the NSS. Material that is unsigned may be
attributed to the EDITOR. Material contained within this
PUBLICATION may be reproduced by the NSS and its
GROTTOS, provided that PROPER CREDIT is given to the
DEAD DOG DISPATCH and the AUTHOR.

Payment of DUES can be made at MONTHLY MEETINGS
or can be SENT TO:
JERRY BOWEN, TREASURER
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS
17817 STONE VALLEY CR.
HAGERSTOWN, MD 21740
301-465-2651
E-MAIL: bookmaker-jb@myactv.net
For MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION contact:

The DEAD DOG DISPATCH is a NON-PROFIT
monthly newsletter published by the TRI-STATE GROTTO
of the NSS. SUBSCRIPTION RATES are $12.00 per year to
SUBSCRIBING MEMBERS, and FREE with FULL and
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIPS to the TRI-STATE
GROTTO.
All material for inclusion in the DEAD DOG
DISPATCH must be sent to the EDITOR NO BY THE
25TH OF EACH MONTH.

TRI-STATE GROTTO OFFICERS
CHAIR -------- John DiCarlo --------- 301-432-2323
V-CHAIR ------ Bob Bennett --------- 304-821-4621
TREASURER--- Jerry Bowen -------- 301-790-0476
SECRETARY -- Paulette Bennett --- 304-821-4621
Member At Large ----Membership Chair --- Bob Bennett ---304-821-4621
Newsletter Editor --- Bob Bennett ----304-821-4621
Conservation Chair--P R Chair --------- JC Fisher ---------- 304-258-4974
Safety Chair ------------Program Dir -------Funding ----- Paulette Bennett --------304-821-4621
Equip. Co-Chair -- Doc Phillips ----- 703-583-0390
Youth Chair -----------

BOB BENNETT, MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS
464 HUCKLEBERRY DR.
GERRARDSTOWN, WV 25420-0211
304-821-4621
E-MAIL: gimpycaver@comcast.net

** The cover this month was taken by Bob Bennett.
It shows Tom Griffin rappelling the 40’ pit of
Devils Chimney, Berkeley Co, WV
**** Don’t forget, the JONES QUARRY BOOKLET is
ALMOST GONE! There are 10 left! If you are interested in
purchasing a copy of the BOOKLET, contact BOB
BENNETT 304-821-4621(H) or 304-671-0344(C) E-MAIL
at gimpycaver@comcast.net
The copy will cost $6.00 each!
******10 LEFT!******
WE NEED EVERYONE TO KEEP THINKING ABOUT
VOLUNTEERING FOR AN OPEN POSITION. WE
STILL HAVE 6 POSITIONS OPEN!
PLEASE GIVE IT SOME THOUGHT. WE NEED YOUR
SUPPORT!

TRI-STATE GROTTO MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE AS
FOLLOWS:
FULL MEMBERSHIP -----------$10.00 (Must be NSS)
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP---$12.00 (Non-NSS)
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2017
DEC 13 --- TSG meeting – 7pm – Elections
DEC 16 --- TSG Christmas celebration –
Bedington Ruritan – 6pm – 11:30 pm
DEC 21 --- WINTER SOLSTICE
DEC 24 --- CHRISTMAS EVE
DEC 25 – CHRISTMAS DAY
DEC 31 --- NEW YEAR’S EVE

2018
JAN 1 ---- NEW YEAR’S DAY
JAN 8 --- Elvis was born!!!
JAN 10 --- TSG meeting – 7pm
JAN 12-14 --- WVACS weekend
JAN 15 --- MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY
JAN 25-28 --- Carter Caves Winter Adventure
FEB 2 --- GROUND HOG DAY
FEB 9-11 --- WVACS weekend
FEB 14 --- VALENTINE’S DAY
FEB 14 --- TSG meeting – 7pm
FEB 19 --- PRESIDENT’S DAY
MAR 7 --- National Beer Day!
MAR 9-11 --- WVACS weekend
MAR 14 --- TSG meeting – 7pm
MAR 17 --- ST. PATRICK’S DAY
MAR 30 --- GOOD FRIDAY
APR 1 --- EASTER
APR 1 --- ALL FOOL’S DAY
APR 11 --- TSG meeting – 7pm
APR 13-15 --- WVACS weekend
APR 16 --- TAX DAY
APR 17 --- BAT APPRECIATION DAY
APR 21-22 --- Grand Caverns restoration weekend
APR 27-29 --- Spring VAR – Hungry Mother
Retreat
MAY 1 --- MAY DAY
MAY 5 --- CINDO de MAYO
MAY 9 --- TSG meeting – 7pm
MAY 11-13 --- WVACS weekend
MAY 12 --- Adam Stephen Day
MAY 13 --- MOTHER’S DAY
MAY 28 --- MEMORIAL DAY
JUN 8-10 --- Bubble weekend
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JUN 8-10 --- WVACS weekend
JUN 13 --- TSG meeting – 7pm
JUN 14 --- FLAG DAY
JUN 17 --- FATHER’S DAY
JUN 21 --- SUMMER SOLSTICE

******* CAVE BUCKS ********
CAVE BUCKS is a voluntary donation for cave
purchases. The money is collected at each

monthly meeting and sent to the Conservancy of
choice. The money SHOULD NEVER be kept
past the week it is collected.
Month of NOVEMBER -------------------- $25.00
TOTAL TO DATE: -------------------- $6740.52

The money was sent to SCCI.
Keep It Coming!

Tri-State Grotto ------------------- www.tristategrotto.net/
VAR ------------------------------------- www.varegion.org/
NSS ------------------------------------------ www.caves.org/
NSS Convention 2017 --------- http://nss2017.caves.org/
OTR --------------------------------------------- www.otr.org/
MAR -------------------------- www.caves.org/region/mar/
WVCC ---------------------------------------- www.wvcc.net/
Bob’s Web Site -------------- www.tristategrotto.net/Bob/
Jerry’s Cave Web Site ---------------------------------------------------------------- http://www.caves.org/member/jerry/

Bob Gulden -------- www.caverbob.com/home.htm/
Rock Climbing Knots Friction ---------------------------------www.chockstone.org/TechTips/prusik.htm#Bachman/
Tri-State Grotto MySpace --------------------------------------------------------------- www.myspace.com/tristategrotto/
Animated Knots by Grog ----- www.animatedknots.com/
WV Caver ------------------------- http://wvcaver.speleo,us
WNS --------------------------------------------------------------http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%20Info.htm/
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Containment Procedures -------------------------------------http://www.fws.gov/northeast/whitenosemessage.html/
Crystal Grottoes Caverns -------------------------------------www.crystalgrottoescaverns.com

MONTH OF DECEMBER
Mark Boland, Elaine Dodson, Corey Hackley,
Samantha Pitman, Evert Bonito Vis, Grace Ziegler

Happy Birthday

TSG Meeting
11/8/17
John called the meeting to order at 7pm.
There were 13 people in attendance.
Jerry gave the Treasurer’s report.
Correspondence: None
Old Business: Nothing new added to the Grotto
Library.
Doc is still trying different solutions to remove rust
from canopy poles.
Doc will throw away one of the Grotto’s helmets.
Bad shape & stinks!
John was asking about the keys to Baker Quarry &
Jones Quarry.
We talked about the vertical equipment.
We had the Adam Stephen dig in Oct. The next dig
will be in Feb.
The next vertical session at James Rumsey will be
Wed, Nov 15th at 6pm.The Christmas party will be
held at the Bedington Ruritan on Sat, Dec 16th
starting at 6pm until 11pm. Bring a covered dish.
The Spring VAR 2018 will be held near Hungry
Mother state park in VA. It will be held the
weekend of Apr 27-29, 2018. It will be
approximately a 4.5 hr drive down I81.
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New Business: For Wed Night Caving last month
we went to Donaldson Cave. Everyone did the
complete thru trip. They found the powdery
substance that was mentioned at the last meeting but
it definitely did not come from cutting or shaving
formations.
Trips: John Roach went kayaking on 3-4 class water
in Smoke Hole Canyon. He found a cave entrance
as he rounded a turn.
Tom, Terry & Jeff went to Bongo & Indian Knife
Pits in Greenbrier Co to survey.
Doc & Dave went to Church Mt Cave.
Mike Ward went to Whitings Neck Cave last
month. They saw a bat. Mike said that it was the 1st
bat he ever saw in Whitings Neck Cave.
Wed Night Caving: The next trip will be Indian
River Cave on Wed, Nov 29th. Everyone will meet
at the Bedington Crossroads Store at 6pm.
Cave Bucks: $25.00 – We will send it to SCCI.
John adjourned the meeting at 8:15pm
Nominations: Bob then held nominations for 2018
Grotto Officers:
Secretary – Paulette
Treasurer – Tom & Jerry
Vice Chair – Bob
Chair – John & Doc
We will vote on the officers at the Dec meeting.
Nominations closed at 8:45 pm.
Respectfully submitted
Paulette Bennett, Secretary
Tri-State Grotto

Wednesday Night Caving
Indian River and Whitings Neck
Caves
By John DiCarlo, NSS # 25744
Falling Waters, WV-Tri-State Grotto met up at the
Bedington Xroads store. Forming a long line, we
drove off for our November 28, 2017, Wednesday
Night Caving Trip. We were headed to Indian
River and Whitings Neck Caves.
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We continued on. We had to crawl through a low
passage into another room. This one was a little
bigger.
After looking around we crawled through a low spot
to enter the largest room in the cave.

We parked and set out on the long walk to Indian
Cave. As we got close we could see lights from the
cave owner’s house. We walked quietly by so as to
not disturb them.
We got to the top of the cliff and started making our
way down. As we got to the entrance we started
pouring people in. Most of us went into the upper
entrance while others went in the lower entrance.
We climbed in past the nostrils, went left, bypassed
another entrance and squeezed through a small hole
that dropped down to a small room. When this
filled up we moved down the passage to let more
people in.
We passed the passage to the lower entrance and
kept going. At this point we passed a bat on the
wall and could see another one flying around.
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It had a few small rooms off it. Some of the things
we saw in the cave were a bat covered with water
droplets that made it look white, a frog sitting on a
ledge, spiders and crickets. There is a small room
off of the top of the slope that we call the bedroom.
On the floor of the room was another small passage
that we checked out.
We then moved down the main passage. Here we
found another bat hiding in a seam. The floor was
relatively level here which made for easy walking.
We followed this passage down to where it ended
with a small hole at floor level.
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We had all the new people crawl through it. The
passage opens back up with an uphill climb to a
small room. This is our turn-around spot. Only
three or four people could fit at a time. So we
would send them in and waited for them to come
back out before sending in the next batch of cavers.
There is a small passage off the little room, but it
doesn’t open up and is not very long.

After everyone went up to the little room we turned
around and made our way back to the big room. A
few people had not seen the bat or the frog there.
They climbed up to see them. Afterwards we had
everyone gather in the room for a group shot.
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We started making our way back to the beginning
with people going out both entrances. We made the
hike back down the trail to Whitings Neck Cave.
We gathered there before starting our way into the
entrance. Crossing the first room, we had to climb
down a ladder to the floor of the next room. Here
there was another ladder to climb back up to the
going passage. We then moved down this passage
through a few low spots before sliding down a slope
to continue on.

Here there was a passage to the right that we
followed down to a small room. There was a hole
under a shelf that we squeezed through to find
another room that was slightly bigger than the one
we left.
After checking out this room, we made our way
back out and up to the main passage. We followed
this to a large column of flowstone. Elysia and
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Gary used a picture of this formation to have their
wedding cake made into a design resembling it.

We climbed up beside it and kept going. It had a
smooth floor with a few potholes here. We
followed this passage until we were at the top of the
big drop. We had people climb up so that could
look over the edge to see how deep the drop was.

We caved our way back out and collected everyone
outside the entrance before heading back to our
cars. Someone said that it was 8:50 pm. We felt
that we had a nice trip into two caves and it wasn’t
real late. We changed out of our caving clothes and
headed home. Everyone said they had fun. See you
next time!

Sticky Pudding Pit
This was our turn-around spot, as we did not bring
gear to do the drop. That would be a trip by itself to
do the drops in the cave.
As we headed out, we counted people who had gone
down other passages, so we wouldn’t leave anyone
behind.
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Tom Griffin, Jeff Hajenga, and I were mapping a
couple of small caves on the Snyder property in
Greenbrier County back in early October when Jeff
mentioned a deep pit he had just been to in Mercer
County. As everyone who knows me is already
aware, the lure of a possible new hundred-foot pit
immediately commands my attention. Further
conversation with Jeff revealed that the pit was in
need of a survey.

I.#12

DEC

2017

#151

Early on the morning of November 1st I drove down
from Hagerstown, Md. to meet Jeff in Mercer
County. As we drove to a fish hatchery parking area
and hiked uphill to our destination, Jeff provided
me with a brief history on the pit.
From Jeff, “I first saw the hole about 2008 but
never went back. In early October (2017) the
hatchery tech there mentioned a hole he saw while
recently wandering around one day and it was the
same one. He and I went to it and I tossed some
rocks in and got motivated. George (Dasher) and I
went to the hole on October 13th. I dropped the pit.
George stayed at the top of the drop for surface
support.”
Despite Jeff’s claim that the pit might be over a
hundred feet deep, I was inwardly skeptical.
Hundred-foot pits outside of Germany Valley in
Pendleton County are hard to come by in West
Virginia. In fact, only one bonafide hundred foot
plus pit (outside of Germany Valley) has been
found in the state since I last found Dying Skunk Pit
(Pocahontas County) back in 1972.

I intended to tape the pit and scope it for leads Jeff
had told me about before we started our survey, so
this was the first order of business. I tested a few
rock drops from the lip of the pit and determined
that the pit depth would be less than a hundred feet,
but it was a decent looking shaft, so I was still
pretty excited. Forty-four feet down, the pit was
spanned by a bridge. A hole in the middle continued
straight down so I dropped through this first. With
Jeff manning tape at the top, we got a figure of 74’
for this basically shear drop. A slippery downclimb
of about eight feet led to what I thought would be
the bottom, but the climb looked dangerous, and I
reasoned it could probably be reached in a safer
manner by rerouting the rope from the side of the
bridge. I climbed back up to do this, and after two
redirects, touched down near the bottom of the
eight-foot climb. This route taped at 85’ from the
pits edge, but the last 40’ (below the bridge) was
offset, so I would not consider this an 85’ pit.

As Jeff had mentioned, there were some leads off
the side of the main shaft which would have to
somehow be gained. It quickly became apparent
that a complete survey was going to take more than
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just a couple of hours, so I returned to the surface
where Jeff and I started working.

The top level (above the pit) was simple, consisting
of little more than two short climbdowns to a room
leading to the lip of the pit. Thirty feet down the pit
at the -49-foot level (as shown on the map), I was
able to claw my way across (while on rope) to a
narrow partition accessing a side canyon. This stair
stepped down two short drops spanning a narrow
fissure in a southeasterly direction to a final twelvefoot drop into a nice little room. This room was
really the culmination of the canyon and had a
ceiling height of twenty feet with a large column,
stalagmites, and terraced flowstones adorning walls
and floor.
Back out in the main pit Jeff and I continued down
to the bridge at the -63’ level, which is 44’ from the
lip of the pit. Another possible lead could be seen
across the pit, but this would require some
acrobatics to access so we dropped down the rest of
the pit to the -93’ level first. Here we used the
excess rope to continue down the slippery climb I
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described earlier, thus negating the need to use the
85’ drop route as I had also earlier done. When Jeff
first did the pit (Oct. 13th) he reported the bottom as
very muddy but with no water. About three inches
of rain had fallen in the interim and some of the
bottom was now occupied by a pool several feet
deep. Everything was quite muddy. Jeff traversed a
slippery ledge leading to a short passage trending
northwest which soon ended. We also noticed an up
lead to the southeast but could not negotiate this
climb from below.

Thinking that perhaps we could reach this from
higher up, we climbed back up to the top of the
bridge. Here I was able to use the rope to pull
myself over to a window affording access to a midlevel at -63 feet (see map). This lead started as a
twelve-foot drop putting us in a canyon just above
the hairy climb we had just bailed on from below.
The canyon continued a short ways upwards to a
traverse which I negotiated by pulling the rope over
to use as a safety. Around this traverse was a small
room with a pair of hands and knees crawls leading
off in opposite directions. Jeff followed the left
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crawl down steeply to where it popped out into
what he soon realized was the room at the -93-foot
level. Some how we’d missed this earlier. The crawl
to the right soon branched into two blind ends. The
floor of this entire area was covered in thick peanut
butter mud, the consistency of which just sticks to
everything in big heavy globs. This inspired the
name “Sticky Pudding” for the pit.

In summary, Slippery Pudding Pit is not very large,
but it is interesting. Accessing the side passages off
the pit is time consuming and provides a bit of a
pucker factor. Much of the main pit and 49-foot
level canyon is well decorated.

Surveyed horizontal passage for all levels was 308’.
I did not count the 74’ pit taping as part of this
figure. The total depth of Sticky Pudding is 104’. It
took nearly seven hours to complete the survey.
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Many thanks to Jeff for bringing this fine little gem
to my attention.
Terry McClanathan (NSS 12103)

Survey of Indian Knife Cave and
Bongo Pit
Back in August there was an email that went around
naming the caves on the Snyder property. We asked
Mrs. Snyder to name the caves. When time had
passed the suggestions were put out. On September
6 an email was posted stating Indian Knife Pit
(originally Trash Pit) possibly from the Indian relics
that were found after the Lewisburg flood. Bongo
Pit because of the sound the water falling in the
cave made on steel drums at the bottom. Nether
Field Spring Cave, a small over flow spring pipe
that flows into the cave previously mapped to 85
feet. Calf Catcher Pit, about an 8-foot pit leading
nowhere that anyone could see. Calf Catcher Pit is a
small hole on a hill that Jeff, Bob, Terri, Mason and
I repaired a fence to keep Linda Snyder’s Scottish
Highlander Calf from falling into the hole.

On schedule Terry and I met Jeff at the Snyder
property, said hello to Mrs. Snyder then proceeded
to Indian Knife Cave, aka, Trash Pit. The 3 of us set
2 ropes, one across 2 trees the second with a
butterfly knot over the pit. There is still about 3 feet
of trash buildup at the entrance with very sharp
metal to make life interesting.
At about 11:00 am Terry being the Cartographer,
Jeff and I set the stations and taking the shots while
Terry drew the rough draft. I went down first to set
the second station. This was a 13-foot rappel with a
4-foot climb down. From there we surveyed the
horizontal portion in the first level. Then we moved
to what is now called the “Lost Glove Canyon”.

On October 15, 2017 I met Terry McClanathan at
the Spring Mills Walmart parking lot about 5:30am.
We traveled until we stopped at the rest area just
short of Lewisburg. Since it was about 9:00am
when we arrived in Lewisburg, Terry had an errand
to run to drop off an item to a friend. From there, I
texted Jeff Hajenga that we were in town that we
would be at the Snyder property about 10:00.

Terry and Jeff made the 9-foot drop into the canyon
while I stayed above to keep the rope in position.
Besides there is not a lot of room at the bottom.
Total height throughout the canyon was 23 feet with
a catwalk about the 9-foot high mark. On the way
out of the canyon Terry lost a pair of gloves. After
an all-out search for the gloves, the search was
called off giving the name Lost Glove Canyon.
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into Bongo Pit, a 16-foot entrance pit with a total
depth of 19 feet. With a total survey of 71 feet this
pit had some very nice formations in the bottom.
Water continually fell into the pit just disappearing
into the floor along the walls.

Moving on to the Dome Room, there was a 5-foot
climb down with a 32 total repel to the landing spot
at the bottom of the Dome Room. After surveying
around the corner we were able to get a laser shot of
44 feet to the ceiling. On March 18th Jeff Hajenga,
Bob Bennett, Todd Zimmerman, John DiCarlo,
Terri and Tom Griffin and Dave Knox dropped the
pit to try digging open possible leads. We had
stopped after a few hours due to the constant water
fall. Getting wet and cold and getting nowhere, we
thought we would come back at a later date. It was
determined to wait until after a survey was done
since we thought the lead at the bottom may lead to
Lost Glove Canyon.
After the survey was completed the map shows the
canyon and the Dome room does intersect at
different levels possibly being separated by a layer
of trash. There was another lead Dave Knox was
working on with a heavy current of water. That lead
was completely gone during the survey.

The 3 of us exited Bongo Pit and cleaned
everything up. The time was about 3:00pm. We
took a long shot over to Calf Catcher FRO pit at
about 185 feet from Bongo Pit. Terry listed it as a 6foot pit. We headed over to Nether Field Spring
Cave to take a quick look since Terry had not yet
been in any of the caves. We went on down to
where the little pool of water sat. We felt no
compelling reason to cross this pool, so we headed
out. After saying good byes, it was about 4:00pm.
Terry and I made it back to the Spring Mills
Walmart parking lot by 8:00pm. There was a lot of
traffic on the way back. (All photos provided by
Tom Griffin)
Tom Griffin (NSS 24333)

We completed Indian Knife Pit about 1:30pm and
stopped for lunch. We then dropped a single rope
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TARDIS DOME, HELL HOLE (Photo by Shawn Hogbin)
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