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The DEAD DOG DISPATCH is a publication of the
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS. The OPINIONS
expressed herein are not necessarily those of the EDITOR, the
GROTTO, nor the NSS. Material that is unsigned may be
attributed to the EDITOR. Material contained within this
PUBLICATION may be reproduced by the NSS and its
GROTTOS, provided that PROPER CREDIT is given to the

DEAD DOG DISPATCH and the AUTHOR.

The DEAD DOG DISPATCH is a NON-PROFIT
monthly newsletter published by the TRI-STATE GROTTO
of the NSS. SUBSCRIPTION RATES are $12.00 per year to
SUBSCRIBING MEMBERS, and FREE with FULL and
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIPS to the TRI-STATE
GROTTO.

All material for inclusion in the DEAD DOG

DISPATCH must be sent to the EDITOR NO LATER
THAN THE 25™ OF EACH MONTH.

TRI-STATE GROTTO OFFICERS

CHAIR -------- John DiCarlo --------- 301-432-2323
V-CHAIR ------ Bob Bennett --------- 304-579-4304
TREASURER--- Jerry Bowen -------- 301-790-0476
SECRETARY -- Paulette Bennett --- 304-579-4304
Member At Large ---- ----

Membership Chair --- Bob Bennett ---304-579-4304
Newsletter Editor --- Bob Bennett ----304-579-4304
Conservation Chair--Corey Hackley --301-432-2257
P R Chair --------- JC Fisher ---------- 304-258-4974

Safety Chair ----- Carl Amundson ----540-955-0611

Program Dir ----- -

Funding ----- Paulette Bennett -------- 304-579-4304

Equip. Chair ----Bob Bennett --------- 304-579-4304
Youth Chair ---- Eric Berge ---------- 703-323-4528

TRI-STATE GROTTO MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE AS
FOLLOWS:

FULL MEMBERSHIP ----------- $10.00 (Must be NSS)
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP---$12.00 (Non-NSS)
SUBSCRIBING MEMBERSHIP-$12.00 (Non-Voting)
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP -------- $2.00/FAMILY
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP ---- $200.00
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP ---- $50/YEAR
(SUSTAINING-850/yr until $200 total is met)

(FULL FAMILY-must be NSS)(Voting rights if over 16)
(FAMILY ASSOCIATE-non NSS)(Voting over 16)

Payment of DUES can be made at MONTHLY MEETINGS
or can be SENT TO:

JERRY BOWEN, TREASURER
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS
17817 STONE VALLEY CR.
HAGERSTOWN, MD 21740
301-790-0476
E-MAIL: bookmaker-jb@myactv.net

For MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION contact:

BOB BENNETT, MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS
464 HUCKLEBERRY DR.
GERRARDSTOWN, WV 25420-0211
304-821-4621
E-MAIL: gimpycaver@comcast.net

*** The photo on the cover is a painting of Goliath
by Cheryl Suitor in Cathedral Caverns, Jackson Co,
AL.

#%%* Don’t forget, the JONES QUARRY BOOKLET is
STILL available at a reasonable price $6.00. If you don’t have
it in your library, then YOU MUST GET IT. It is PACKED
with info about the QUARRY, the CAVE, the INDIAN
BONES, and of course the MAP! If you are interested in
purchasing the BOOKLET, contact BOB BENNETT [304-
579-4304(H) or 304-725-3481 ext 491(W)](E-MAIL at
gimpycaver@comcast.net or JUDY FISHER [304-258-
4974(H) or 304-258-1822(W)](E-MAIL at
jef@access.mountain.net)

WE NEED EVERYONE TO KEEP THINKING ABOUT
VOLUNTEERING FOR AN OPEN POSITION. WE
STILL NEED SOMEONE FOR THE FOLLOWING

POSITIONS:
PROGRAM CHAIR
MEMBER at LARGE
PLEASE GIVE IT SOME THOUGHT. WE NEED YOUR
SUPPORT!
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OCT 8 --- TSG meeting — 7pm — Annual Auction

OCT 10-12 -- Fall VAR — Rich Mt Battlefield near Beverly,
WYV — Hosted by Monongahela Grotto

OCT 10-12 — Fall MAR — Rupert Cave — 7 Valleys Grotto

OCT 9-12 — Fall TAG Cave-In

OCT 9 ---- Nelson Cave at VAR — Eric Berge

OCT 13 --- Columbus Day

OCT 18 ---- Bridge Day

OCT 31 --- ALL HALLOWS EVE

NOV 2 - DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS

NOV 4 --- Election Day

NOV 8 --- WVCC Banquet — 7PM - Lewisburg

NOV 9 ---- SADIE HAWKINS DAY

NOV 11 -- VETERAN’S DAY

NOV 12 -- TSG meeting — Nominations — 7pm

NOV 27 -- THANKSGIVING

NOYV 28 -- BLACK FRIDAY

DEC 10 -- TSG meeting — Elections — 7pm

DEC 13 -- Annual Christmas Celebration at Bob &
Paulette Bennett’s home — 6:30 pm

DEC 14 -- TSG caving — set trip up at party!

DEC 21 -- WINTER SOLSTICE

DEC 24 -- CHRISTMAS EVE

DEC 25 -- CHRISTMAS DAY

DEC 31 -- NEW YEAR’S EVE

ARl

JUL 13-17 --- NSS Convention — Waynesville, MO

AR

JUL 17-23 --- NSS Convention — Ely, NV

CAVE BUCKS is a voluntary donation for cave
purchases. The money is collected at each
monthly meeting and sent to the Conservancy of
choice. The money SHOULD NEVER be kept
past the week it is collected.

Month of September $19.00

TOTAL TO DATE:

The money was sent to SCCI!
Keep It Coming!
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$5671.50

Tri-State Grotto ------------------- www.tristategrotto.net/
VAR wWww.varegion.org/
NSS WWwWWw.caves.org/
NSS Convention 2014 ------—--- http://nss2014.caves.org/
OTR Www.otr.org/
MAR WWW.caves.org/region/mar/
WVCC WWW.wvcce.net/
Andy Celmer --------------- www.tristategrotto.net/Andy/
Bob’s Web Site -------------- www.tristategrotto.net/Bob/
Ehren Gieske ------------- www tristategrotto.net/Ehren/

Jerry’s Cave Web Site
http://www.caves.org/member/jerry/

Vitas Eidukevicius ------ www.tristategrotto.net/Vitas/
David Hackley’s Web Site
---- http://s180.photobucket.com/albums/x307/clearsig/
Bob Gulden --------=----- www.caverbob.com/home.htm/
Rock Climbing Knots Friction
www.chockstone.org/TechTips/prusik.htm#Bachman/
Tri-State Grotto MySpace
WWwWWw.myspace.com/tristategrotto/
Animated Knots by Grog ----- www.animatedknots.com/
White Nose Syndrome
http://www.caves.org/grotto/dcg/wns-notice-to-cavers.pdf
WYV Caver http://wvcaver.speleo,us
WNS
http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%20Info.htm/
Containment Procedures
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/whitenosemessage.html/
Crystal Grottoes Caverns
www.crystalgrottoescaverns.com

MONTH OF OCTOBER

Tina Blaik, Ken Carter, Bob Denton, Debbie Floyd,
Margaret Hanson, Sarah Scrivener, Craig Stihler

HAPPY BIRTHRAY
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Breathing Cave has to be one of the classic caves
that has everything you could possibly want. The
new parking area is really nice with a really wide

shoulder to park on. And the path is clearly marked.

With this said I planned a trip to Breathing cave for
the 20™ of September but as I was looking at the
closure list for Virginia I realized the 20™ was after
the yearly closure. So the trip had to be changed to
the 13" of September. I put out an invite to several
grottos and I had 13 people respond. Course that
meant some of the people who wanted to go would
not go because of one thing or another. We were to
meet at RT 42 and RT 250 in the parking lot of
Tastee Freeze. Well the group was Eric Berge,
Adam Nelson, Tom Griffin, Cassidy Griffin, David
Marcenaro, Samantha Last name I don’t remember,
Todd Zimmerman, Scott Zagrodny and three other
people I don’t know their names. That’s the
problem with caving with a lot of new people and
forgetting to have everyone sign my cave log. Well
we all met at Churchville and drove to the cave.

Like I said in the beginning the new parking area is
perfect. The main reason for the trip to Breathing
was to go to the waterfall at the end of the
serpentine passage and use a cable ladder to go
down the right side of the waterfall which has a
mud slope. We split up the gear which each person
had to have a harness and a QAS. I laid out two
cable ladders and 100 foot of rope. I went down the
same slope maybe 12 years ago and I did not
remember how long a drop it was so with all the
gear split up down the new path we all went.

Well about 300 yards from the road I saw on the
right side a ground hornets’ nest that had been dug
open with a swarm of very angry hornets. We
walked on by and no one was stung then about 200
feet from the nest Samantha got stung on her little
finger on her right hand. Well about another 5 yards
I got stung on my right arm and about another 200
yards I got stung on my left arm but not as bad as
the right. Well the rest of the hike was uneventful
except for the uphill climb which is always fun. We
made a quick stop at the old truck that has been on
the path for who knows how many years, after
catching our breath off we go. We made it to the
road and out of the woods popped two small dogs
which were full of pep. They ran around us and
jumped and just wanted to play all the way to the
cave. At the entrance we geared up and took photos
and watched the dogs run around the top of the cave
amazed they did not fall down the entrance.

Down into the throat of the cave we went to the first
crawl on the right. I sat back and took some photos.
It's always fun to watch people get into the first
crawl. The first time [ went there was years ago and
I was camping in the cave at the camping spot. Well
that trip you could have dragged a 5 gallon bucket
behind you but now it would be hard pressed to it,
seems the passage has filled in a little. With
everyone through the crawl we went to the wooden
ladder which has a rope tied to it to keep it from
falling back. You would think this would be an easy
ladder to climb but think again it is hanging by the
rope without any footing on the ground and course
if you move wrong the ladder will move with you.
With everyone up the ladder we went down the
passage to where the register is and I tried to sign in
but the register was missing.

We took a look at the formations in this section and
it is amazing how nice they are and yet being so
close to the entrance. Off we went again and tom
Griffin had made some very nice markers and he
started placing them at the turns. It was not that we
were afraid of getting lost it is when you are ready
to leave let’s leave. At the ships prowl we all went
down the crack on the left wall and made it the
corkscrew passage that leads to the nut cracker. The
nut cracker is a beautiful area of the cave lots of
formations. There were a lot of photos taken. The

I#1P  PET 2011  #129



nut cracker is a cool passage that will live up to its
name if you slip going thru it. Well I was first and
took a look at the floor on the other side and found a
pool of water about 9 inches deep. So if you want to
stay out of the water you better keep your feet on
the wall on the other side of the nut cracker and do a
quick stoop and crawl thru what some people call a
set of teeth (formations on the floor and ceiling).
Well, all went well with no mishaps. The next part
of Breathing is basically straight passageways that
go up and down and over breakdown.

The ceilings in this area are very tall 30 to 40 feet.
One passage way reminds me of walking thru a
pyramid because the walls are so straight and wide.
At the bottom of this passageway is a crawl and
then another walking passage but the area starts to
get wetter and a little muddier. A few more hundred
yards you end up walking in a stream bed. After a
few twist and turns you come to a really nice natural
bridge. A little further down this passage you come
to the serpentine passageway. Well the serpentine
passage lives up to its name, it is tight in some spots
and slick with a few small waterfalls you have to
step down. The whole passageway in downhill. At
the end is a room and the top of a waterfall. Well
the waterfall was more of a drip today but it was
neat to look down the hole at the bottom where the
water pools.

Tom Griffin and I talked about where to rig and we
decided to tie the rope to a natural tie off on the
right side of the room. In to our harness’s and QAS
(quick action safety) attached to the harness we
started. The tie off is the start of a mud slope that
goes down at a 45 degree angle. Tom tied the rope
off and we started unraveling the rope (rope got a
little tangled when it was carried through the cave)
and Tom went down the slope and he tied in a
butterfly knot and attached the cable ladder to it.
With the cable ladder dropped over the slope Tom
could not see if it was long enough. Just in case the
32 foot ladder was not long enough I brought a
second ladder. While we were working on the mud
slope Adam Nelson was checking a lot of people’s
harness. As with a lot of cave trip you find out a lot
of people have not had experience with a harness
and QAS or have not climbed a cable ladder before.
Well Tom went over the edge using the ladder and
found the ladder did reach the floor.
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Well after Tom was on the bottom he took up the
position as bottom belayer and spotter. I started
having the group come down the mud slope on a
self-belay with the QAS and once they got to me (I
was sitting at the top of the cable ladder) I explained
how to use a cable ladder. Well Adam Nelson had a
figure 8 and when he got to me he repelled down
the slope and there I was the last person. [ had a
micro rack
so I just
rappelled
down behind
him. What a
nice drop,
right after
the slope it
drops
straight
down for
about 20
feet. Well
Tom told me
took 2 and
half hours :
for everyone to get down. It felt a lot shorter than
that to me (I was worried the whole time). At the
bottom of the waterfall the area in muddy and wet
and the passage get narrow and twisty. The Walls
are somewhat scalloped. At the end of the water
passage the ceiling drops down to a crawl and
Adam started crawling and he said he backed out of
the crawl when it got so low his helmet would not
fit. Well as others were exploring a lot of people in
the group wanted to start the climb out and Tom
went up first to assist people to transition from
ladder to rope (you have to pass the butterfly knot).
Well going up was a lot quicker than going down.
Well I was last up and coiled the excess rope and
butterflied it to the rope so I would not have to fight
pulling the QAS up the rope (I kept the rope tight
for everyone else). Well I got to Tom and we started
de-rigging. Well off the mud slope and out of the
harness I decided to eat lunch.

Well a few minutes later we all started back up the
serpentine passage. Going out is a lot harder
because gravity is working against you. Well out of
the serpentine and back into the main passageways.
I decide to let other people lead out (remember Tom
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was placing markers as we were going in). Well
going out is quicker than going in and were at the
nut cracker in no time. Going through the nut
cracker in reverse is a little tricky but we all made it
without mishap. This is where I do a climb rather
than go back up the cork screw passage. Half the
group went up the cork screw and the other half
went up a nice chimney. To get to the ships prow
you have to do a reverse climb on your back to
come out the crack on the right wall. Well I got
some good photos of the group coming out. From
there we made it to the passage where we climbed
up the ladder held up by rope and I went straight
down the passage. If you go straight down the
passage you come to a small crawl on the right
which brings you out near the camping are. Well
through the first crawl we all went and the climbed
out of the throat of the cave. Well I took the after
cave shots.

Well the path going back to the parking lot is
mostly downhill but it seemed to take forever. I was
tired we had just finished a 7 hour cave trip and it
was time to go and eat. Well one of the members of
the group locked there keys in the car. I took a
while to get into the car, and I told Tom we can
forget about going to a sit down restaurant. We all
decided to just head to our homes, well Adam
Nelson, Scott Zagrodny and I stopped at a Burger
King outside of Bridgewater and the burger was
great. [ do know I made it home at 1:30 am. It was a
great trip and I just might do it again in the spring. I
hope the bees have made a new home somewhere
else.
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All photos by Eric Bege
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Caving with a Childhood Friend

Everyone had a great time & Teresa’s daughter

I recently went caving with a friend who I went to can’t wait to do it again!
church with when I was a kid. Her name was Sandy
Roberts. Bob 21847

I got a call from an old TSG member of a few years
ago, Tim Jordan. He said that he had some friends
who wanted to go rappelling. He also said that they
might want to go caving too.

In the meantime Sandy called me & said that they
wanted to go rappelling. She also said that Tim
mentioned caving. I told her that we could take her
caving & rappelling at the same time. She said that
would be great. She also said that could be as many
as 8 because 6 people were coming from New
Jersey. We set a date & it trip was set.

I contacted Tom Griffin & he was ready to go help
out. He also said that his wife Terry, his son Mason,
his daughter Cassidy, her husband Jared would also
be helping out. We had 15 helmets that the grotto
lends out and between Tom & JC Fisher we figured
to have enough harnesses & racks.

Teresa’s 13 year old daughter

On Sat, Sep 27™ we all met at Whitings Neck &
headed into the cave. Besides the above mentioned
people, 3 actually came down from NJ, Teresa
Zanelli, her brother, & her 13 year old daughter. We
met 2 women coming out of the cave. As we got to
the pit there was another group preparing to come
up the pit. There were 8 in all, 5 women & 3 men. It
took them almost 2 hr to prepare & climb out and
derig the pit.

Tom rigged the pit while Mason & Jared helped put
on the harnesses. Cassidy rappelled down to be a
bottom belay. Once everyone was ready I helped to
attach and rig the racks and gave instructions on the
techniques needed to rappel.

Teresa’s daughter rappelled first, then Teresa, &
Jared. No one else went to the bottom due to the
amount of time spent in the cave waiting.

Everyone climbed out using a safety. We derigged Teresa
and headed out of the cave.
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Teresa’s Daughter

Cassidy
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GRAND Kayak trip -
PARENT'S 11am - see
DAY John DiCarlo
Breathing
Cave - see Eric
Berge
Sep 14 Sep 15 Sep 16 Sep 17 Sep 18 Sep 19 Sep 20
ep 21 hep 22 yep 24 dep 25 Sep 26 aep 27
EQUINDX
Sep 28 Sep 29 Sep 30 Clot | fct 2 Cer 3 Cler 4
et § et i Oet 7 et & Ot 9 et I et I1
Fall TAG Fall VAR, Rich Fall VAR, Rich
¥ Tﬂ: Cave-ln Mt Battlefielid Mt Battlefield
te ¥ Fall MAR, Fall MAR,
A e Rupert Cave Rupert Cave
Meating Tpm Fall TAG Fall TAG
Annual Cave-ln Cave-ln
Auction
et 12 i 13 Ot 14 (s 15 (et 16 Ot 47 et 18
Fall VAR, Rich | COLUMBUS Bridge Day
Mt Battlefield DAY
Fall MAR,
Rupert Cave
Fall TAG
Cave-in
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Todd welding the gate to Donaldson Cave
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