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The DEAD DOG DISPATCH is a publication of the 
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS. The OPINIONS 

expressed herein are not necessarily those of the EDITOR, the 

GROTTO, nor the NSS. Material that is unsigned may be 

attributed to the EDITOR. Material contained within this 

PUBLICATION may be reproduced by the NSS and its 

GROTTOS, provided that PROPER CREDIT is given to the 

DEAD DOG DISPATCH and the AUTHOR. 
 

 

The DEAD DOG DISPATCH is a NON-PROFIT 
monthly newsletter published by the TRI-STATE GROTTO 

of the NSS. SUBSCRIPTION RATES are $12.00 per year to 

SUBSCRIBING MEMBERS, and FREE with FULL and 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIPS to the TRI-STATE 

GROTTO. 

 

 

All material for inclusion in the DEAD DOG 

DISPATCH must be sent to the EDITOR NO LATER 
THAN THE 25

TH OF EACH MONTH.  

 

TRI-STATE GROTTO OFFICERS 

 

CHAIR -------- John DiCarlo --------- 301-432-2323 

V-CHAIR ------ Bob Bennett --------- 304-579-4304 

TREASURER--- Jerry Bowen -------- 301-790-0476 

SECRETARY – Paulette Bennett ---- 304-579-4304  

Member At Large ---- 

Membership Chair --- Bob Bennett ---304-579-4304 

Newsletter Editor --- Bob Bennett ----304-579-4304 

Conservation Chair--Corey Hackley –301-432-2257                     

P R Chair --------- JC Fisher ---------- 304-258-4974 

Safety Chair ----- Carl Amundson ----540-955-0611  

Program Dir -----                           ---- 

Funding ----- Paulette Bennett --------304-579-4304 

Equip. Chair ----Bob Bennett --------- 304-579-4304 
 

TRI-STATE GROTTO MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE AS 

FOLLOWS: 
 

FULL MEMBERSHIP -----------$10.00 (Must be NSS) 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP---$12.00 (Non-NSS) 

SUBSCRIBING MEMBERSHIP-$12.00 (Non-Voting) 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP --------$2.00/FAMILY 

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP ---- $200.00 

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP ---- $50/YEAR 

(SUSTAINING-$50/yr until $200 total is met) 

(FULL FAMILY-must be NSS)(Voting rights if over 16) 

(FAMILY ASSOCIATE-non NSS)(Voting over 16) 

 

 

Payment of DUES can be made at MONTHLY MEETINGS 

or can be SENT TO: 

 

JERRY BOWEN, TREASURER 

TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS 

17817 STONE VALLEY CR. 

HAGERSTOWN, MD 21740 

301-790-0476 

E-MAIL: bookmaker-jb@myactv.net 

 

For MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION contact: 

 

BOB BENNETT, MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 

TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS 

464 HUCKLEBERRY DR. 

GERRARDSTOWN, WV 25420-0211 

304-579-4304 

E-MAIL:  gimpycaver@comcast.net 

 

*** The photo on the cover was taken by Nikki Fox 

in Maxwelton Cave, Greenbrier Co, WV. 
 

**** Don’t forget, the JONES QUARRY BOOKLET is 

STILL available at a reasonable price $6.00. If you don’t have 

it in your library, then YOU MUST GET IT. It is PACKED 

with info about the QUARRY, the CAVE, the INDIAN 

BONES, and of course the MAP! If you are interested in 

purchasing the BOOKLET, contact BOB BENNETT [304-

579-4304(H) or 304-725-3481 ext 491(W)](E-MAIL at 

gimpycaver@comcast.net or JUDY FISHER [304-258-

4974(H) or 304-258-1822(W)](E-MAIL at 

jcf@access.mountain.net) 

 

WE NEED EVERYONE TO KEEP THINKING ABOUT 

VOLUNTEERING FOR AN OPEN POSITION. WE 

STILL NEED SOMEONE FOR THE FOLLOWING 

POSITIONS: 

PROGRAM CHAIR 

MEMBER at LARGE 

PLEASE GIVE IT SOME THOUGHT. WE NEED YOUR 

SUPPORT! 
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2013 
MAR 1 ------ DAY of PRAYER 

MAR 2 ------ Mystic Cave – see Bob B. 

MAR 10 ----- DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS 

MAR 13 ----- TSG meeting – 7pm 

MAR 17 ----- ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

MAR 20 ----- SPRING EQUINOX 

MAR 22 ----- WORLD WATER DAY 

MAR 25 ----- MD DAY 

MAR 29 ----- GOOD FRIDAY 

MAR 31 ----- EASTER 

APR 1 ------- ALL FOOL’S DAY 

APR 10 ----- TSG meeting – 7pm 

APR 13 ----- Powder Horn – Scouts – see Bob B. 

APR 13 ----- Adam Stephen dig – 9am 

APR 15 ----- TAX DAY 

APR 22 ----- EARTH DAY 

APR 26 ----- ARBOR DAY 

MAY 1 ----- Deadline for discount for Spring VAR 

MAY 3-5 – Spring MAR – Woodward Cave, PA 

MAY 5 ----- CINCO de MAYO 

MAY 8 ----- TSG meeting – 7pm 

MAY 11 --- ADAM STEPHEN DAY 

MAY 12 ---- MOTHER’S DAY 

MAY 17-19 – Spring VAR – Hosted by Tri-State Grotto –  

                      Buckskin Scout Camp, Pocahontas Co, WV 

MAY 18 ---- Appalachian Cave Conservancy 35
th

 Anniversary 

MAY 18 ---- ARMED FORCES DAY 

MAY 24-27 – KY Speleofest, Great Saltpeter Cave 

         Preserve 

MAY 27 ---- MEMORIAL DAY 

JUN 7-9 ---- Bubble weekend – Nancy Hanks 

JUN 12 ----- TSG meeting – 7pm 

JUN 14 ----- FLAG DAY 

JUN 16 ----- FATHER’S DAY 

JUN 20 ----- WV DAY 

JUN 21 ----- SUMMER SOLSTICE 

JUN 24-29 – WV Cave Week 

JUL 4 ------- INDEPENDENCE DAY 

JUL 10 ------ TSG meeting – 7pm 

JUL 12-14 – Karst-O-Rama 

JUL 13 ----- TSG Picnic – Crystal Grottoes Cavern – 

       12 noon 

JUL 28 ------ PARENT’S DAY 

AUG 2-3 ---- Convention Pre-Camp in Williamsport, MD – 

        Hosted by Tri-State 

                      Grotto 

AUG 5-9 ---- NSS Convention, Shippensburg, PA 

AUG 14 ----- TSG Meeting – 7pm 

AUG 29-31 – OTR 

AUG 31 ---- Doo Dah Parade – 10am 

AUG 31 ---- Polyester Power Hour – 1:00 pm 

 

 

SEP 2-3 ---- OTR 

SEP 3 ------ LABOR DAY 

SEP 8 ------ Grand Parent’s Day 

SEP 11 ----TSG Meeting – 7pm  

SEP 22 ---- AUTUMNAL EQUIUNOX 

SEP 27-29 – Fall MAR – Lincoln Caverns, PA 

SEP 29 ---- World heart Day 

OCT 9 ----- TSG Meeting – 7pm – Annual Auction 

OCT 10-13 – Fall TAG Cave-in – Lookout Mt, GA 

OCT 14 ---- COLUMBUS DAY 

Oct 19 ----- Bridge Day 

OCT 31 ---- ALL HALLOW EVE 

 

******* CAVE BUCKS ******** 
 

CAVE BUCKS is a voluntary donation for cave 

purchases. The money is collected at each 

monthly meeting and sent to the  

Conservancy of choice. The money SHOULD 

NEVER be kept past the week it is collected. 

 

Month of February --------------------------- $6.00 

             TOTAL TO DATE: ----------- $5343.00 

The money was sent to SCCI! 

Keep It Coming! 

 
     

   

 

 
 

 

 

Tri-State Grotto ------------------- www.tristategrotto.net/ 

VAR ------------------------------------- www.varegion.org/ 

NSS ------------------------------------------ www.caves.org/ 

NSS Convention 2010 ------------ http://www.ics2009.us/ 

OTR --------------------------------------------- www.otr.org/ 

MAR -------------------------- www.caves.org/region/mar/ 

WVCC ---------------------------------------- www.wvcc.net/ 

Andy Celmer ---------------www.tristategrotto.net/Andy/ 

Bob’s Web Site -------------- www.tristategrotto.net/Bob/ 

Ehren Gieske ------------- www.tristategrotto.net/Ehren/ 
Jerry’s Cave Web Site ------------------------------------------- 

---------------------- http://www.caves.org/member/jerry/ 

Vitas Eidukevicius ------ www.tristategrotto.net/Vitas/ 
David Hackley’s Web Site ------------------------------------- 



 

DEAD DOG DISPATCH      v.#28      I.#3      mar      2013      #34 
 

---- http://s180.photobucket.com/albums/x307/clearsig/ 

Todd Roberts ---------------------------------------------------------- 

http://s63.photobucket.com/albums/h143/Todd_05/ 

Bob Gulden -------------- www.caverbob.com/home.htm/ 

Rock Climbing Knots Friction ---------------------------------- 

www.chockstone.org/TechTips/prusik.htm#Bachman/ 

 Tri-State Grotto MySpace  ------------------------------------------

---------------------- www.myspace.com/tristategrotto/ 

Animated Knots by Grog ----- www.animatedknots.com/ 

White Nose Syndrome ------------------------------------------ 

http://www.caves.org/grotto/dcg/wns-notice-to-cavers.pdf  

WV Caver ------------------------- http://wvcaver.speleo,us 

WNS ---------------------------------------------------------------

http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%20Info.htm/ 

Containment Procedures --------------------------------------

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/whitenosemessage.html/ 

Crystal Grottoes Caverns --------------------------------------

www.crystalgrottoescaverns.com 

Tri-State bulletin Board:----- http://wobey.net/phpbb2 
Tri-State Photo Gallery: ------- http://wobey.net/gallery 
2013 NSS Convention ----- http://nss2013.caves.org 
 
 
 
 

 

    

 
MONTH OF FEBRUARY 

 

Mason Griffin, Kevin Mulligan, Ken 

Tayman, Eliza Marie Vis 

 

Happy Birthday 
 

 

Mammoth Cave hits 400 
miles 

Date: February 15, 2013  
Contact: Vickie Carson, 270-758-2192  

(MAMMOTH CAVE, Ky. - February 15, 2013) Mammoth 

Cave, the longest known cave in the world, is now a little 
bit longer. On Friday, at the Mammoth Cave Science 
Symposium, Park Superintendent Sarah Craighead and 
Cave Research Foundation President Charles Fox 
announced that Mammoth Cave is now 400 miles long, 
up 10 miles from its previously recorded length of 390 
miles.  

The National Park Service manages Mammoth Cave 
and 52,830 acres above it in south central Kentucky. 
Members of the Cave Research Foundation volunteer to 
explore, survey, and map the cave under a general 
agreement with the Park. Discovery and mapping of the 
cave allows that Park to better manage and protect its 
geological and biological underground resources.  

"The Cave Research Foundation has been a key partner 
with Mammoth Cave since 1956, sharing our 
commitment to cave and karst stewardship," said 
Craighead. "Their volunteers make things happen that 
otherwise would not be possible."  

"The expansion of the Mammoth Cave system in the last 
few years has been a matter of incremental additions to 
many parts of the cave rather than a single major 
discovery that pushed the cave past 400 miles," said 
Fox. "In recent years we have resurveyed sections of the 
cave so that we can produce more detailed maps that 
meet modern mapping standards, as well as exploring 
and mapping previously unexplored passages. We have 
been able to reach this milestone because of the 
cooperative work of the Cave Research Foundation, the 
National Park Service, and also the Central Kentucky 
Karst Coalition working in a section of Mammoth Cave 
that lies outside the Park boundary."  

The Cave Research Foundation has operations in 
multiple areas, one of which is Mammoth Cave National 
Park, with a major focus on cave exploration and 
cartography. However, the group's volunteers also assist 
with projects involving restoration, cave gate installation, 
inventory and monitoring of cave resources, and 
logistical support for scientific research.  

In 2012, the Cave Research Foundation contributed 
10,669 volunteer hours to Mammoth Cave National 
Park, a value of more than $230,000. 

 

Caver Dies, Others Injured After Vehicle Falls Into 

Cave - Caving News 

 

Daily News for Cavers 
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Caver Dies, Others Injured After Vehicle Falls Into 

Cave 

 

January 22, 2013 / Ukraine, Europe 

 

 

The mangled vehicle in the cave after the fall. Photo 

via Mountain Rescue of  

Crimea. 

 

In a freak accident, one caver was killed and two 

others injured after a vehicle fell into the cave they 

were descending. 

 

Just before 5:00 pm on Saturday January 19th, 

Mountain Rescue of Crimea were alerted to an 

accident involving three people and a car at 

Monastery Chalk – Cancer Monastery Chokrack 

(Монастырь Чокрак) cave in Ukraine’s Karabi – 

Yayla massif. Due to the difficult to remote 

location, it took rescuers two hours to reach the  

scene across difficult mountainous terrain. 

 

Initial reports indicate that a group of five cavers 

(three men and two women) came to descend the 80 

meter (262 foot) deep vertical cave. The first two 

men made it to the bottom, and the last three were 

descending when, for unknown reasons, their 

vehicle, an Opel Frontera, fell into the cave. 

 

Hit and left injured by the falling vehicle, a 20-year-

old woman on descent was traumatized by the 

incident and somehow managed to disconnect an 

important rope. This caused the two cavers 

descending below her, the team leader and a 26-

year-old woman, to plummet to the bottom of the 

cave. 

 

Crimean Mountains, Crimea, Ukraine 

 

At the time the vehicle fell, the 20-year-old woman, 

a resident of Moscow, had descended to a depth of 

10 meters (33 feet), while the team leader was at a 

depth of 20 meters (65 feet) and the 26-year-old 

woman was at a depth of 60-65 meters (197-213 

feet). 

 

Although the bell-shaped cave is only 4 meters (13 

feet) across at the surface, it quickly expands and 

luckily the two cavers on the bottom were not hit by 

the falling vehicle. 

 

Following the incident the 20-year-old woman was 

able to climb to the surface where, upon the arrival 

of rescuers she was taken to hospital and treated for 

a knee injury. 

 

Just after 9:00 pm rescuers accompanied by a doctor 

were finally able to descend the cave. They reported 

that team leader had not survived the 60 meter (196 

foot) fall, while the 26-year-old woman who fell 15-

20 meters (49-66 feet) was in serious condition. 

Furthermore, they were concerned about the danger 

of fire from the gasoline that had leaked all over the 

cave from the damaged vehicle. 

 

The two uninjured men were then brought to the 

surface, followed just after midnight by the 26-year-

old woman who was then taken to hospital via 

ambulance with serious injuries to her pelvis and 

shoulder. 

 

Eventually, around 7:00 am on Sunday, the body of 

the team leader was winched to the surface. 

 

An investigation into the incident is now underway. 

 

Update: Facebook user Slava Burdzhanadze reports 

that the “important rope” was not actually 

disconnected by the woman, but broken by the 

falling vehicle. 

 

 

Subject: 2nd annual Baker Quarry underground 

boating trip 

Saturday, May 11 

 

I will again be leading a trip to Baker Quarry, near 

Baker, WV, a little over 2 hours west of 

Washington, DC. It isn't really a caving trip because 

the objective of the trip is the underground 

workings of a long-closed limestone mine. But it is 

worth the expedition nonetheless because the rooms 

of the room-and-pillar mine are quite large, big 
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enough to swallow those huge mining trucks with 

the tires that are way bigger than you are. PLUS, the 

back rooms are flooded and we are going to explore 

them by boat! Bring your own boat up to canoe-

size, paddle, and pfd or borrow one from someone 

on the trip. Locals have long visited the mine 

without permission and as a result there is graffiti, 

zillions of tea candles, fire pits, Whippet NO 

canisters, empty beer cans, and other assorted 

refuse. But we have an approved trip (which 

requires signing a waiver, see below) and will try to 

leave the place cleaner than when we arrive. This is 

a good trip if you have never been underground and 

fun even if you don't boat. 

 

Waivers: A waiver form from Tri-State Grotto, 

which manages the mine, is required and must be 

filled out to enter the mine. I will email the waiver 

form to all who sign up. All under 18 must have a 

parent along on the trip and a waiver signed by your 

parent. 

 

Overnight? Unlike last year, this is a one-day trip. It 

is only 1.5 hours from the western suburbs of DC, 

so it is really an easy day trip.There is no sign-up 

limit. Last year we had 29 people and had a blast. 

 

To sign up: Email me with your interest and I will 

email you details of what to bring and directions to 

the mine. 

 

Doug Duncan (caver@outlook.com) 

 

Spring VAR 

May 17, 18, 19
th
 2013 

 

     Tired of cold weather, the mess in DC, well have 

we got something for you!  Start planning for 

Spring VAR!  Only two months away, May 17, 18 

and 19, in Pocahontas County, WV.  You’ve still 

got time to pre-register and save some money.  Just 

fill out the registration form, add a check and you’re 

ready.  VAR will be held at Buckskin Scout 

Reservation off Rt.28 south of Greenbank, WV. 

 

     Check-in will open 12 noon on Friday May 17
th

.  

There is one vertical trip scheduled for Friday.  

Saturday we have led trips planned for McClungs, 

Norman, Poor Farm, both Red Lick & Poor Farm 

Pits, Sharps, Swago Pit, and Tub.  All trips are open 

for early sign-up to those pre-registered.  To sign-up 

for trips go to 

“http://tristategrotto.net/springvar2013/triploginfo.p

df “.  Poor farm will be suitable for kids with adult 

supervision.  George Dasher will lead some ridge 

walking to concentrate on Tonoloway and 

Helderberg Limestone.  Carl Amundson will lead a 

Vertical workshop sponsored by ER-NCRC all 

three days.  The U.S. Forest Service is having a 

Garlic Mustard pull on Saturday the 18th at the 

Pocahontas 4-H Camp in Thornwood and would 

like help.  Garlic Mustard threatens the survival of 

the West Virginia White Butterfly.  Additional 

information will be available at VAR. 

   

     Like last year, Friday evening John DiCarlo will 

host an evening of Bluegrass.  The theme will be 

mammals.  Saturday there are also lots of non-

caving activities such as biking on the Greenbrier 

River Trail, kayaking on the Greenbrier River, lots 

of trails to hike, and some great sightseeing in this 

area.  Saturday evening will feature a bar-B-Q 

dinner followed by our Guest Speaker Bruce Fries 

on Burntwood Cave.   Corey Hackley will give a 

talk on new discoveries in Maryland.  VAR’s 

favorite DJ – John Fox will finish the evening. 

 

     Sunday morning Front Royal will host their 

world famous breakfast followed by the Spring 

VAR Business Meeting. 

 

     We look forward to seeing you in May. 

 

 
 

The Rat 

Earl Suitor set up a really nice cave trip for 01-19-

2013, the trip was for Cave Rat Cave. I have never 

been to Cave Rat Cave so Earle Berge (my son) and 

I jumped at the chance to go to a new cave. Well we 

all met on I-81 and the group that Earl Suitor was 
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going to lead was:  Eric Berge, Earle Berge, Jeff 

Jahn, Janet Tinkham, Andrew Hower, and Nuch 

Songsasen, Mark Boland, Trey Burke, Greg Self 

and 

Marg

aret 

Self.  

We 

arrive

d at 

the 

parkin

g lot 

of and 

got 

into 

our 

cave 

gear and it was cold, the sun was not going to warm 

us because the parking lot is in a hollow.  Well, that 

just made us change a lot quicker. We hiked back 

down the road to where a piece of flagging tape was 

on a tree and we asked Earl how far to the cave and 

he said well just a little ways up the hill and to a fire 

road and follow the fire road and we will run into 

the cave. Well I took a look at the mountain it was 

straight up. Why oh why are all the good caves on 

top of the mountain. Well up the mountain we went. 

No one was cold after a few seconds. We followed 

the markers and made it to the fire road, up the fire 

road and there was the cave but I was just tired. The 

hike had worn me out.  

The cave has two different entrances. The first 

entrance is a low crawl with only a foot or less in 

width passage (this entrance had not been used for 

quite a long time because of the debris in the hole) 

the second entrance has been used and is a climb 

down entrance.  I took some photos and just sat 

there while Earl and Jeff Jahn rigged a hand lie to 

be used in the second entrance. The climb down 

into the cave proper was three levels and each one 

was through a snug hole. And when you finally pop 

out into the first large room you realize that the cave 

trip is going to be interesting going back out.  The 

cave has a lot of very nice formations and I guess it 

is not visited very often because of the climb up the 

mountain. The formations are all throughout the 

cave you just have to look for them.  You will get 

muddy climbing and crawling around the cave and 

I’m sure there is a lot more to see if you poke your 

head in all the cracks.   

 The cave has several different rooms and one room 

we had not been in was the square rat room. So Earl 

Suitor, Earle Berge, Greg Self and I went up to 

check it out. To get to the room you have to climb 

up a mud bank about 30 feet and go into a small 

entrance into the room and there we found almost 

one side of the room a perfect square. Earl Suitor 

wanted to find the small entrance which is supposed 

to be the square bat room so he went back out into 

the mud bank climb and found the entrance buy 

climbing just a little to the left of the entrance to the 

square bat room. He was able to make voice contact 

with another person of our party that already exited 

the cave.  Getting back down the mud slope was a 

lot of fun and we all were hoping not to fall on top 

of each other. Once we all made it back into the 

main passage we started to climb out. 

Well I was second to last and my son Earle was in 

front of me and after the second room I was starting 

to make my last climb when I heard Earle yelling 

about a 

huge rat 

and he 

said 

some 

other 

things, 

you will 

have to 

ask him 

what 

they 

were. 

Well he made it out and as I was passing where he 

started yelling and there I found a small room (big 

enough for a rat). In the middle of the room there 

was a rat’s nest with a very nice looking (healthy) 

rat looking at me. Well how often do you get to 

photograph a cave rat in its nest watching you? 

Well after a few photos I made the climb out and 

shared the photo to all the fellow cavers that missed 

the rat.  
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It 

was 

a 

great 

trip 

and I 

hope 

to go 

back 

but 

one thing I will not miss is the climb to the cave.  

 

 

Mystic Cave 

March 2, 2103 

 

Jerry Bowen, Stephen Bowen, Emily Ford, Eric 

Berge, Tom Griffin, Terri Griffin, Vitas E. 

 

Snow was on the ground, and the water was 

extremely cold! In cave time was three hours. Had a 

lot of fun in the downstream section, watercourse 

and waterfalls. The stream was really fast and the 

passage and waterfalls were loud. The most water I 

have seen in the cave in years. Spent almost an hour 

in the formation room area and extensions and 

wandered about half-way up stream. The cold water 

was sapping the heat out of everyone and decisions 

were made by more than one, to not get wet to the 

waist. So we turned around at the first plunge pool 

to exit. 
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Jones Quarry Cave 

March 9, 2013 

 

Jerry Bowen, Stephen Bowen, James Molineaux, 

Tom Harris, Elaine Yu and five others from Johns 

Hopkins Outdoor Club 

 

Nearly a year ago, Stephen and I took the core 

group into Jones Quarry to show them the tourist 

trip around the front of the cave. On this trip, they 

wanted to do deep trips into the back of both sides. I 

was tasked with the privilege of watching James 

and it kept me from doing a lot of extreme things. 

Tom Harris, James and I did look around the tourist 

areas, and did some waiting for Stephen to come 

back from deeper reaches in the cave. They made 

significant progress on both sides of the cave. 

 

 
 

Fall VAR 2011 
RASS Field house 

 

By John DiCarlo, NSS 25744 

Fall VAR was held at the RASS Field House.  

Friday Night I signed up to go to Crossroads Cave.   

 

On Saturday morning we drove to the site and 

parked in a parking lot that was made for the 

Crossroads Cave.   

 

 
After suiting up, we gathered in a group for the pre-

caving instructions. When we were all set we 

headed in. 

 

 
 

It was a climb down entrance with a lot of large 

breakdown.  It is a fairly easy climb down. 

 



 

DEAD DOG DISPATCH      v.#28      I.#3      mar      2013      #40 
 

 
 

Not too far in we saw the first bat.  It had no sign of 

WNS.   

 

 
 

Our guide kept saying that some people say that 

there are no formations in Crossroads Cave.  We 

saw a LOT of nice formations.  It wasn’t far into the 

cave that we came across this nice dome shaped 

formation with stalactites hanging off of it. 

 

 
Penny Littell was surprised at how nice the cave 

was decorated. 
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A lot of the passage was crawling.  There were also 

nice rooms that you would pop out into. 

 

 

 
 

There were a lot of pretty formations.  There are 

more pictures than story.  Crossroads Cave is a 

mazy cave.  No one on our trip said that they could 

find their way out.  

 

 
 

As we were caving along we came upon the second 

bat that we saw.  It was nestled in between a bunch 

of ribbons coming down the wall.  Again, we did 

not see any sign of WNS on this bat.  

 

 
 

We kept coming out in rooms that were heavily 

decorated.   

 

 
 

The wall in the next room had formations just 

dripping off of it. 
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Here is a room with some nice stalactites. 

 

 
 

Here is the classic; a stalactite and a stalagmite have 

grown into a column. 

 

 
 

Here Penny Littell is climbing through the teeth.  

Looks like she is getting bit. 

 

 
 

After going through the teeth we came upon a batch 

of clear stalactites in a group. 
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Continuing on we came to this wall that was 

dripping white stalactites. 

 
Popping out into another room we came across this 

nice ceiling. 

 

 
Here we are in the dark looking out the exit.   

 

 
 

Here Penny Littell is climbing out of Crossroads 

Cave. 

 

I’d like to thank Jeff for taking us through 

Crossroads Cave. 

 

 

After leaving the cave, we changed and headed 

back to camp.   

 

 
 

Here is a view from camp of the scenery. 
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I wandered over and watched dinner being 

prepared.  They were making Brunswick stew.  I 

thought it was neat how they were doing it. 

 

 

After dinner door prizes were drawn.  I’ll add here 

that they charged extra for dogs.  Paying the fee got 

them a badge too.  Here is the winner of one of the 

door prizes with their prize. 

 
There was a bon fire Saturday night.  It was built 

with pallets.  It was the tallest campfire I have seen 

in a while.  Do you see the fire monster rising with 

his arms outstretched? 

 

Subject: Spring MAR 2013 

 

The 2013 Spring field meet of Mid-Appalachian 

Region of the National Speleological Society will 

be held at Woodward Cave in Woodward, PA the 

weekend of May 3- 5. This event is hosted by the 

Philadelphia Grotto and the Commander Cody 

Caving Club. There will be guided caving trips to 

some of the finest Pennsylvania caves on Saturday, 

movie night on Friday night, a catered meal on 

Saturday night (with vegetarian option available), 

door prizes, bonfire, music, discount admission into 

Woodward Cave (The Big One!) and much, much 

more. More information and registration forms are 

now available online at: 

http://www.caves.org/region/mar/fieldmeets.htm 

 

Register now and get a discount on your registration 

fee. We hope to see you all at Woodward Cave this 

Spring! 

Bill Schultz, NSS 44166 

Chairman Spring MAR 2013 
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