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The DEAD DOG DISPATCH is a publication of the 
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS. The OPINIONS 
expressed herein are not necessarily those of the EDITOR, the 
GROTTO, nor the NSS. Material that is unsigned may be 
attributed to the EDITOR. Material contained within this 
PUBLICATION may be reproduced by the NSS and its 
GROTTOS, provided that PROPER CREDIT is given to the 
DEAD DOG DISPATCH and the AUTHOR. 
 
 
The DEAD DOG DISPATCH is a NON-PROFIT 
monthly newsletter published by the TRI-STATE GROTTO 
of the NSS. SUBSCRIPTION RATES are $12.00 per year to 
SUBSCRIBING MEMBERS, and FREE with FULL and 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIPS to the TRI-STATE 
GROTTO. 
 
 
All material for inclusion in the DEAD DOG 
DISPATCH must be sent to the EDITOR NO LATER 
THAN THE 25TH OF EACH MONTH.  

 
TRI-STATE GROTTO OFFICERS 

 
CHAIR -------- John DiCarlo --------- 301-432-2323 
V-CHAIR ------ Bob Bennett --------- 304-579-4304 
TREASURER--- Jerry Bowen -------- 301-790-
0476 
SECRETARY – Paulette Bennett ---- 304-579-4304  
Member At Large ---- 
Membership Chair --- Bob Bennett ---304-579-4304 
Newsletter Editor --- Bob Bennett ----304-579-4304 
Conservation Chair--Corey Hackley –301-432-2257                     
P R Chair --------- JC Fisher ---------- 304-258-4974 
Safety Chair ----- Carl Amundson ----540-955-0611  
Program Dir -----                           ---- 
Funding ----- Paulette Bennett --------304-579-4304 
Equip. Chair ----Bob Bennett --------- 304-579-4304 

 
TRI-STATE GROTTO MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE AS 

FOLLOWS: 
 

FULL MEMBERSHIP -----------$10.00 (Must be NSS) 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP---$12.00 (Non-NSS) 
SUBSCRIBING MEMBERSHIP-$12.00 (Non-Voting) 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP --------$2.00/FAMILY 
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP ---- $200.00 
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP ---- $50/YEAR 
(SUSTAINING-$50/yr until $200 total is met) 
(FULL FAMILY-must be NSS)(Voting rights if over 16) 
(FAMILY ASSOCIATE-non NSS)(Voting over 16) 
 

 
Payment of DUES can be made at MONTHLY MEETINGS 

or can be SENT TO: 
 

JERRY BOWEN, TREASURER 
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS 

17817 STONE VALLEY CR. 
HAGERSTOWN, MD 21740 

301-790-0476 
E-MAIL: bookmaker-jb@myactv.net 

 
For MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION contact: 

 
BOB BENNETT, MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 

TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS 
464 HUCKLEBERRY DR. 

GERRARDSTOWN, WV 25420-0211 
304-579-4304 

E-MAIL:  gimpycaver@comcast.net 
 
*** The photo on the cover was taken by Nikki Fox 

in Whitings Neck Cave, Berkeley Co, WV. 
 

**** Don’t forget, the JONES QUARRY BOOKLET is 
STILL available at a reasonable price $6.00. If you don’t 

have it in your library, then YOU MUST GET IT. It is 
PACKED with info about the QUARRY, the CAVE, the 

INDIAN BONES, and of course the MAP! If you are 
interested in purchasing the BOOKLET, contact BOB 
BENNETT [304-579-4304(H) or 304-725-3481 ext 

491(W)](E-MAIL at gimpycaver@comcast.net or JUDY 
FISHER [304-258-4974(H) or 304-258-1822(W)](E-MAIL 

at jcf@access.mountain.net) 
 

WE NEED EVERYONE TO KEEP THINKING ABOUT 
VOLUNTEERING FOR AN OPEN POSITION. WE 
STILL NEED SOMEONE FOR THE FOLLOWING 

POSITIONS: 
PROGRAM CHAIR 

MEMBER at LARGE 
PLEASE GIVE IT SOME THOUGHT. WE NEED YOUR 
SUPPORT! 
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2011 

NOV 6 -------- DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 
NOV 8 -------- Election Day 
NOV 9 -------- TSG Grotto meeting – 7pm – Nominations 
NOV 11 ------ VETERAN’S DAY 
NOV 12 ------- Sadie Hawkin’s Day 
NOV 12 ------- WVCC Banquet – 6:00 pm 
NOV 24 ------- THANKSGIVING DAY 
NOV 25 ------- BLACK FRIDAY 
DEC 14 ------- TSG meeting – 7pm – Elections 
DEC 17 ------- Annual TSG Xmas Celebration – 6pm 
DEC 18 ------- Xmas caving 
DEC 22 ------- WINTER SOLSTICE 
DEC 24 ------- XMAS EVE 
DEC 25 ------- XMAS DAY 
DEC 31 ------- NEW YEAR’S EVE 
 

2012 

 
JAN 1 ---------- NEW YEARS DAY 
JAN 11 -------- TSG meeting – 7pm 
JAN 14 -------- Adam Stephen dig work day – 9am 
JAN 16 -------- MARTIN MUTHER KING DAY 
FEB 2 --------- GROUND HOG DAY 
FEB 8 --------- TSG meeting – 7pm 
FEB 14 ------- VALENTINE’S DAY 
FEB 20 ------- PRESIDENT’S DAY 
MAR 14 ------ TSG meeting – 7PM 
MAR 17 ------ ST PATRICK’S DAY 
APR 1 -------- ALL FOOL’S DAY 
APR 6 -------- GOOD FRIDAY 
APR 8 -------- EASTER 
APR 11 ------- TSG meeting – 7pm 
APR 15 ------- TAX DAY 
MAY 4-6 ----- SPRING VAR – Hosted by TSG in  
           Greenbrier Co, WV 
MAY 9 -------- TSG meeting – 7PM 
MAY 12 ------ Heritage Day (Adam Stephen Day) 
MAY 13 ------ MOTHER’S DAY 
MAY 28 ------ MEMORIAL DAY 
JUN 25-30 --- NSS Convention, Lewisburg, WV 

 
******* CAVE BUCKS ******** 
 
CAVE BUCKS is a voluntary donation for 
cave purchases. The money is collected at 
each monthly meeting and sent to the  
 

 
 
organization of choice. The money SHOULD 
NEVER be kept past the week it is collected. 
 
Month of October ----------------------- $23.00 
 
                 TOTAL TO DATE: ---- $5070.00 

 
Keep It Coming! 

 
   
 
 
 
Tri-State Grotto ------------------- www.tristategrotto.net/ 
VAR ------------------------------------- www.varegion.org/ 
NSS ------------------------------------------ www.caves.org/ 
NSS Convention 2010 ------------ http://www.ics2009.us/ 
OTR --------------------------------------------- www.otr.org/ 
MAR -------------------------- www.caves.org/region/mar/ 
WVCC ---------------------------------------- www.wvcc.net/ 
Andy Celmer ---------------www.tristategrotto.net/Andy/ 
Bob’s Web Site -------------- www.tristategrotto.net/Bob/ 
Ehren Gieske ------------- www.tristategrotto.net/Ehren/ 
Jerry’s Cave Web Site ------------------------------------------- 
---------------------- http://www.caves.org/member/jerry/ 
Vitas Eidukevicius ------ www.tristategrotto.net/Vitas/ 
David Hackley’s Web Site ------------------------------------- 
---- http://s180.photobucket.com/albums/x307/clearsig/ 
Todd Roberts ------------------------------------------------------
---- http://s63.photobucket.com/albums/h143/Todd_05/ 
Bob Gulden -------------- www.caverbob.com/home.htm/ 
Rock Climbing Knots Friction ---------------------------------
- www.chockstone.org/TechTips/prusik.htm#Bachman/ 
 Tri-State Grotto MySpace  -------------------------------------
--------------------------- www.myspace.com/tristategrotto/ 
Animated Knots by Grog ----- www.animatedknots.com/ 
White Nose Syndrome ------------------------------------------ 
http://www.caves.org/grotto/dcg/wns-notice-to-
cavers.pdf  
WV Caver ------------------------- http://wvcaver.speleo,us 
WNS ---------------------------------------------------------------
http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%20Info.htm/ 
Containment Procedures --------------------------------------
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/whitenosemessage.html/ 
Crystal Grottoes Caverns --------------------------------------
www.crystalgrottoescaverns.com 
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MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

Mary Bowen, Brooks Brogan, Pat Cronin, 
Nikki Fox, Art Hanson Jr, Christal 
Hanson, Austin Jefferson, Chase 

Jefferson, Terry McClanathan, Abby 
Wootten 

Happy Birthday 
 
 

 
 

Tri-State Grotto Meeting 
October 12, 2011 

 
John DiCarlo called the meeting to order at 7:15 
pm. 
 
Jerry Bowen gave the Treasurer’s report. 
 
Bob Bennett talked about the WVCC banquet 
coming up on Nov 12, 2011. The cost is $30 in 
advance & $35 at the banquet. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Talked about the Fall Bash. 14 people attended. 
The weather was great! 
 
Fall VAR – Being held at the RASS Field 
House. 
 
7 new people showed up at the meeting. 
 
Nestle Quarry cave is for sale (2.4) acres 
 
Talked about the Crystal Grottoes dig. Removed 
300 buckets of dirt. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Jerry Bowen talked about the 2012 Convention. 
It is being held in Lewisburg, Greenbrier Co, 
WV. 
 
The next Adam Stephen dig will be held Jan 14, 
2012 at 9am. We will be working on shoring up 
the foundation. 
 
Some of the new people at the meeting talked 
about recent caves that they have done like 
Stillhouse, Sinks of Gandy, & Whitings Neck. 
 
UPCOMING TRIPS: 
10/22/11 – Mystic – see Bob 
12/17/11 – Annual Christmas party – at Paulette 
& Bob Bennett’s home – 6pm until whenever? 
 
CAVE BUCKS: 
Collected $23.00 
 
Adjourned the meeting at 8:10 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Paulette Bennett, Tri-
State Grotto Secretary 
 
 

 
Crystal Grottoes 
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 OTR 2011 
Alpena Cave 

 
By John Di Carlo 
Alpine Lodge, Bowden, WV - Our OTR caving trip on Saturday, September 2, 2011, was 
to Alpena Cave.  It is a wet cave with a stream running through it.  Parking beside the 
road at a pull-over spot, we geared up.  We followed a trail to the cave.  As we went 
down a hill to the cave opening we could feel the cool air coming out.  It was a hot 
weekend and the cool air felt nice.  We didn’t mind waiting for the others to make their 
way to the opening.   
 
As we waited to go in, several people came out.  First there were two young adult 
women.  The front side of them was soaking wet.  They told us that we were definitely 
going to get wet. They said that there was a crawl right inside that was right in the stream.  
We said, OK, we thought that we would get wet.   
 
A few minutes after the girls came out two older guys came out.  They were hardly wet at 
all.  They told us that it wasn’t that wet.  This shows the difference between new cavers 
and experienced cavers. 
 
When everyone arrived we lined up for a before photo shot. 
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We started in and true to what the girls said we had to crawl through the stream at a low 
spot.  After that it opened up a little.  The shorter you were the easier the trip was.  Some 
people could walk.  I had to get down and crawl on my knees or duck walk.  There were 
small rooms where we could group, but they were few and far between.  
 

 
 
There were a few upper level passages.  A few people on our trip climbed up and checked 
them out. 
 

 
 



 
dead dog dispatch      v.#26      i.#11      nov      2011      139

As we continued we came to a waterfall room.  It was the largest room that we saw.  I 
tried to take pictures of it, but it was hard to capture.  It may have been the largest room 
we saw, but it was still tight.  The circular lines on the walls were interesting.  

 
 
After the waterfall room, we continued up the passage.  We were still walking and 
crawling.  We finally got to where the passage dropped and it was all crawling in the 
stream.  We turned around there. 
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We were back to crawling and then being able to walk.  The shorter you were, the easier 
the cave was; you didn’t have to crawl so much. 
 
We did have an OTR Virgin from Baltimore Grotto with us.  We got him to drive us to 
the cave.  He also got to lead us in. 
 

 
 
You may be wondering what most of the passage looked like.  I did take a picture so you 
could see.  This is the walking passage part.  You can see someone’s headlamp in the 
distance.   It is also bouncing off the stream on the floor. 
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After we came out of the cave we lined up for the after shot.  We don’t look too muddy, 
do we? 
 

 
 
After we changed into clean clothes, several people were still messing around with their 
things and a state trooper drove by.  Right after that the road curved to the left.  As the 
trooper looked, he drove off the road into the gravel.  He drove back onto the road and 
continued on.  Can you imagine telling your boss how you wrecked your police car while 
trying to look at naked female cavers? 
  
The people on the trip were: Shawn Daugherty- the OTR virgin, Andy Celmer, Ken 
Carter, John Di Carlo, Trish Walters, Barb Walters, Jordan Walters, William Walters, 
Jessica Waters, Randi Morse, and Anthony Morse. 
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The Annual Grotto 
Christmas Celebration 

 
Saturday, December 17th, 2011  
Time: 6PM until (?) whenever! 

The party will be held at 
Paulette & Bob Bennett’s home. 

 
Bring a cover dish (with food of course) and your families 
and celebrate the joyous season with your fellow cavers & 

friends! The Grotto will furnish a ham, plates, eating 
utensils, napkins, sodas, ice, & veggies. 

There will be pictures & slides of caving trips and events to 
show. If anyone has any pictures &/or slides bring them 

along to show. 
There will be a squeeze box for those who want to show off 

how small of a hole they can get through. 
CYALL at the party. Paulette says that you better be here! 

 

BYOB! 
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DEAD DOG DISPATCH 

  
SSiinnkkss  ooff  GGaannddyy  ((BBeerrggee))  

  
11--  CCrryyssttaall  GGrroottttooeess  ddiigg  
22--  UUppccoommiinngg  CChhrriissttmmaass  cceelleebbrraattiioonn  

  
DEAD DOG DISPATCH 
TRI-STATE GROTTO OF THE NSS 
BOB BENNETT, EDITOR 
464 HUCKLEBERRY DR 
GERRARDSTOWN, WV 25420-0344           
304-579-4304 
gimpycaver@comcast.net 
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