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The DEAD DOG DISPATCH is a publication of the 
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS. The OPINIONS 
expressed herein are not necessarily those of the EDITOR, the 
GROTTO, nor the NSS. Material that is unsigned may be 
attributed to the EDITOR. Material contained within this 
PUBLICATION may be reproduced by the NSS and its 
GROTTOS, provided that PROPER CREDIT is given to the 
DEAD DOG DISPATCH and the AUTHOR. 
 
 
The DEAD DOG DISPATCH is a NON-PROFIT 
monthly newsletter published by the TRI-STATE GROTTO 
of the NSS. SUBSCRIPTION RATES are $12.00 per year to 
SUBSCRIBING MEMBERS, and FREE with FULL and 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIPS to the TRI-STATE 
GROTTO. 
 
 
All material for inclusion in the DEAD DOG 
DISPATCH must be sent to the EDITOR NO LATER 
THAN THE 25TH OF EACH MONTH.  

 
TRI-STATE GROTTO OFFICERS 

 
CHAIR -------- John DiCarlo --------- 301-432-2323 
V-CHAIR ------ Bob Bennett --------- 304-579-4304 
TREASURER--- Jerry Bowen -------- 301-790-
0476 
SECRETARY – Paulette Bennett ---- 304-579-4304  
Member At Large ---- 
Membership Chair --- Bob Bennett ---304-579-4304 
Newsletter Editor --- Bob Bennett ----304-579-4304 
Conservation Chair--Corey Hackley –301-432-2257                     
P R Chair --------- JC Fisher ---------- 304-258-4974 
Safety Chair ----- Carl Amundson ----540-955-0611  
Program Dir -----                           ---- 
Funding ----- Paulette Bennett --------304-579-4304 
Equip. Chair ----Bob Bennett --------- 304-579-4304 

 
TRI-STATE GROTTO MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE AS 

FOLLOWS: 
 

FULL MEMBERSHIP -----------$10.00 (Must be NSS) 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP---$12.00 (Non-NSS) 
SUBSCRIBING MEMBERSHIP-$12.00 (Non-Voting) 
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP --------$2.00/FAMILY 
(FULL FAMILY-must be NSS)(Voting rights if over 16) 
(FAMILY ASSOCIATE-non NSS)(Voting over 16) 
 

 
Payment of DUES can be made at MONTHLY MEETINGS 

or can be SENT TO: 
 

JERRY BOWEN, TREASURER 
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS 

17817 STONE VALLEY CR. 
HAGERSTOWN, MD 21740 

301-790-0476 
E-MAIL: bookmaker-jb@myactv.net 

 
For MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION contact: 

 
BOB BENNETT, MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 

TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS 
464 HUCKLEBERRY DR. 

GERRARDSTOWN, WV 25420-0211 
304-579-4304 

E-MAIL:  gimpycaver@comcast.net 
 

*** The photo on the cover was taken by Ken 
Leipert at Poor Farm Cave, Pocahontas Co, WV 

 
**** Don’t forget, the JONES QUARRY BOOKLET is 

STILL available at a reasonable price $6.00. If you don’t 
have it in your library, then YOU MUST GET IT. It is 

PACKED with info about the QUARRY, the CAVE, the 
INDIAN BONES, and of course the MAP! If you are 
interested in purchasing the BOOKLET, contact BOB 
BENNETT [304-579-4304(H) or 304-725-3481 ext 

491(W)](E-MAIL at gimpycaver@comcast.net or JUDY 
FISHER [304-258-4974(H) or 304-258-1822(W)](E-MAIL 

at jcf@access.mountain.net) 
 

WE NEED EVERYONE TO KEEP THINKING ABOUT 
VOLUNTEERING FOR AN OPEN POSITION. WE 
STILL NEED SOMEONE FOR THE FOLLOWING 

POSITIONS: 
PROGRAM CHAIR 

MEMBER at LARGE 
PLEASE GIVE IT SOME THOUGHT. WE NEED YOUR 
SUPPORT! 
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2011 

JUL 4 ---------- INDEPENDENCE DAY 
JUL 9 ---------- TSG picnic @ Crystal Grottoes – 12 noon 
JUL 13 -------- TSG meeting – 7pm 
JUL 18-22 ----- NSS Convention, Glenwood Springs,  
             CO 
JUL 23 --------- Crystal Grottoes dig – 10am 
JUL 24 --------- PARENT’S DAY 
JUL 31 --------- TRA Deadline 
AUG 1 --------- OTR Pre-Registration Deadline 
AUG 10 -------- TSG meeting – 7pm 
AUG 12-14 --- Indiana Cave Capers – Camp Rivervale, 

           Mitchell, IN 
AUG 13 ------- Adam Stephen Dig – 9am 
SEP 1-5 -------- otr!!!!! 
SEP 3 ----------- DOO Dah Parade – 10am 
SEP 3 ----------- Polyester Power Hour 
SEP 5 ----------- LABOR DAY 
SEP 11 --------- PATRIOT’S DAY 
SEP 11 --------- GRAND PARENT’S DAY 
SEP 14 --------- TSG meeting - 7pm  
SEP 23 --------- AUTUMNAL EQUINOX 
OCT 6-9 ------ Fall TAG Cave-In 
OCT 10 ------- COLUMBUS DAY 
OCT 12 ------- TSG meeting – 7pm 
OCT 15 ------- Bridge Day 
OCT 31 ------- All Hallow Eve (HALLOWEEN) 
NOV 6 -------- DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 
NOV 8 -------- Election Day 
NOV 9 -------- TSG Grotto meeting – 7pm – Nominations 
NOV 11 ------ VETERAN’S DAY 
NOV 12 ------- Sadie Hawkin’s Day 
NOV 24 ------- THANKSGIVING DAY 
NOV 25 ------- BLACK FRIDAY 
DEC 14 ------- TSG meeting – 7pm – Elections 
DEC 17 ------- Annual TSG Xmas Celebration – 6pm 
DEC 18 ------- Xmas caving 
DEC 22 ------- WINTER SOLSTICE 
DEC 24 ------- XMAS EVE 
DEC 25 ------- XMAS DAY 
DEC 31 ------- NEW YEAR’S EVE 
 

2012 

 
JUN 25-30 ------NSS Convention, Lewisburg, WV 
 

 
 

 
******* CAVE BUCKS ******** 
CAVE BUCKS is a voluntary donation for 
cave purchases. The money is collected at 
each monthly meeting and sent to the 
organization of choice. The money SHOULD 
NEVER be kept past the week it is collected. 
 
Month of June --------------------------- $11.00 
 
                 TOTAL TO DATE: ---- $5004.00 

 
Keep It Coming! 

 
   
 
 
 
Tri-State Grotto ------------------- www.tristategrotto.net/ 
VAR ------------------------------------- www.varegion.org/ 
NSS ------------------------------------------ www.caves.org/ 
NSS Convention 2010 ------------ http://www.ics2009.us/ 
OTR --------------------------------------------- www.otr.org/ 
MAR -------------------------- www.caves.org/region/mar/ 
WVCC ---------------------------------------- www.wvcc.net/ 
Andy Celmer ---------------www.tristategrotto.net/Andy/ 
Bob’s Web Site -------------- www.tristategrotto.net/Bob/ 
Ehren Gieske ------------- www.tristategrotto.net/Ehren/ 
Jerry’s Cave Web Site ------------------------------------------- 
---------------------- http://www.caves.org/member/jerry/ 
Vitas Eidukevicius ------ www.tristategrotto.net/Vitas/ 
David Hackley’s Web Site ------------------------------------- 
---- http://s180.photobucket.com/albums/x307/clearsig/ 
Todd Roberts ------------------------------------------------------
---- http://s63.photobucket.com/albums/h143/Todd_05/ 
Bob Gulden -------------- www.caverbob.com/home.htm/ 
Rock Climbing Knots Friction ---------------------------------
- www.chockstone.org/TechTips/prusik.htm#Bachman/ 
 Tri-State Grotto MySpace  -------------------------------------
--------------------------- www.myspace.com/tristategrotto/ 
Animated Knots by Grog ----- www.animatedknots.com/ 
White Nose Syndrome ------------------------------------------ 
http://www.caves.org/grotto/dcg/wns-notice-to-
cavers.pdf  
WV Caver ------------------------- http://wvcaver.speleo,us 
WNS ---------------------------------------------------------------
http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%20Info.htm/ 
Containment Procedures --------------------------------------
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/whitenosemessage.html/ 
Crystal Grottoes Caverns --------------------------------------
www.crystalgrottoescaverns.com 
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MONTH OF JULY 
 

Alexandra Beaulieu, Bob Bennett, 
Gordon Birkhimer, Andy Celmer, Sawyer 
Gardenhour, Vik Garg, Stephen Jefferson, 
Bill Vis, Bernadette Wootten, & Jonathan 

Wootten 
 

Happy Birthday 
 
 

 
 

Minutes of the May meeting 
 

Tri-State Grotto Meeting 
May 11, 2011 
 
John called the meeting together at 7:00 pm 
 
Jerry gave the Treasurer’s report. 
 
Jerry gave a report on a book with maps in it. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
The last Adam Stephen dig broke a bit belonging 
to Jerry Downs. We paid for Jerry to buy a new 
one. 
 
On the dig we found some bones. We are down 
2-3 feet past rock now. 93 buckets of dirt were 
removed. 

 
Bob gave a report on Spring VAR 
 
 John talked to Judy about VAR. It will be the 
last weekend in Apr 2012. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Annual Grotto picnic at Crystal Grottoes on July 
9th at 12 noon. 
 
Crystal Grottoes dig on July 23 at 10am. 
 
The grotto agreed to allow Jerry to borrow the 
Grotto canopy with the stipulation that if 
something happens to it he will replace it. 
 
Another Adam Stephen dig on Aug 13th. 
 
Jeff has trip to Sinks of Gandy & Stillhouse 
 
CAVE BUCKS: 
 
We collected $11 toward Cave Bucks to be 
donated to WVCC. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Paulette Bennett, Secretary 
Tri-State Grotto of the NSS 
 
 
From: Carr, Twila M [Twila.M.Carr@wv.gov] 
 
Subject:  Growing Communities on Karst 2011 
 
Where can you join with nationally recognized 
experts to discuss water quality and land use 
issues on environmentally sensitive lands and 
learn the current information on remediation 
regulations and techniques?  
 
The place is Growing Communities on Karst 
2011 at NCTC September 12-14. Register today 
at the new low price of just $35 for two days.  
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Special field trip on September 12, just $15 – 
Capitol Cement Quarry.  
 
More information and draft agenda attached. 
Commercial exhibit space available. 
 
Twila M Carr 
WVDEP OER 
3810 Greensburg Road 
Martinsburg, WV 25404 
304-267-0173 
twila.m.carr@wv.gov 
 
 
From: varlist Discussion List 
[VARLIST@listserv.vt.edu] on behalf of Carol  
Tiderman [ctider@US.IBM.COM] 
Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2011 7:42 AM 
To: VARLIST@LISTSERV.VT.EDU 
Subject: virtual rope training 
 
http://vrigger.com/info.asp 
 
 
Necessary: Bat disease research is key to 
ecosystems - journal-news.net 
 
Bat disease research is key to ecosystems 
      May 24, 2011 
Since 2007 the U.S. Department of the Interior 
has spent nearly $11 million to learn more about 
a disease, white-nose syndrome, that is 
devastating bat populations throughout the 
Northeast. It hasn't been enough. Scientists still 
don't know enough to combat the disease, which 
is spreading. 
 
Recently, Interior Secretary Ken Salazar 
announced a new initiative against the disease. 
However, he offered few details. Few people 
really like bats. Many are afraid of them, in large 
measure because of superstition and lack of 
knowledge. Because of the overall negative 
public opinion of bats - and of any federal 
spending - some would be quick to criticize such 
an expenditure of federal funds, but bats are key 
components in many ecosystems. In some 

regions they provide irreplaceable control of 
insects. Allowing white-nose syndrome to 
destroy U.S. bat populations would be an 
ecological disaster. 
 
Not enough is known about white-nose 
syndrome to stop it. The primary strategy against 
it to date has been to close caves with bat 
populations because of a fear the disease may be 
spread by spelunkers. Hundreds of caves in the 
eastern United States, some on federal land and 
others privately owned, have been closed for that 
reason. 
 
Clearly, more needs to be done about white-nose 
syndrome - quickly. We applaud Salazar's 
announcement and hope it represents a real 
dedication to commit the resources needed to 
find out what causes the disease and how bats 
can be protected from it. 
 
 
WOW!!! WE FINALLY DID IT!!! 

 
Well it has finally happened. We passed the 
$5000 mark in Cave Bucks!!! In total this is no 
easy feat to accomplish. After all it is only 
through the generosity of cavers going caving 
that has allowed us to reach this goal. 
 
Yes it is only $1 hear & $1 there. But together 
we have been able to donate over $5000 to cave 
conservancies so that they can buy caves and 
always have caves open to cavers. 
 
We all need to congratulate ourselves to a job 
well done! 
 
Congrats Tri-State Grotto!!! 
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doubt it made a huge difference in how strenuous the trip was. We picked our way through poison ivy and around boulders towards the cave, stopping every few yards to respond to curious questionings. Luckily the river is already quite low, and we made our way around red rock and to the entrance with relative ease. After climbing the hill, we paused in the gale of the entrance to soak up our last few minutes of daylight. Then, at 11:50 AM on Tuesday, it was down the throat of the beast. The trip back in the cave was routine and slow. I took Ryan and Kaleb up Second Canyon a short distance, that they might get a sense of what true contact cave looks like, and how much of a change in passage morphology is possible depending where you are in the strata. Then it was down the tube to Waterfall Room. After some brief discussion and exploration, we decided it would be best to set up camp right in the room.  It was a relief to jettison our camp gear, and a psychological boost to have an established comfy spot in the cave that we could return to.  After settling in, we made our first trip into the cave.  We climbed over the waterfall and through the breakdown into the upper levels.  I was first and foremost interested in seeing the end of N survey. This wing of the cave is interesting because it trends directly towards surveyed passage in Scott Hollow, though probably 150+’ higher. It may also be worth note that these two passages, reaching towards each other along the strike, are nearly directly underneath the surface outcropping of Taggard shale, which for whatever reason has been observed to lie directly above major trunk passages in other big level caves.  This may or may not be significant.  As we turned left into N survey, two things surprised me: first of all, the stunning formations. Secondly, the passage appeared to be floored with Scoop City shale. There was some evidence of a phreatic passage in the ceiling. This is the first major mystery of the trip: How can N survey be along the strike 2000’ from Scott Hollow and Mystic River, be hundreds of feet above it in terms of elevation, and be in the same general beds? The dip in N survey is gentle and to the Northwest. There is either a very dramatic structure intervening between the two, or Mystic River is at the very base of the Hillsdale, or entrenched into the underlying Maccrady shale.  The other possibility is that I have misidentified the beds; but even in this case, it is still sort of puzzling that Windy Mouth is so far above Scott Hollow Cave in general, yet in comparable beds. The far southern end of N survey degenerates into a belly crawl and eventually a pinch. Digging past this point yielded a small room, followed by about 50’ of very tight belly crawl ending in a small pool. It is possible that the passage continues on the other side of this pool, and I thought I observed some weak airflow. The gravel in the passage was very coarse, and looked as if it could have been recycled from a larger stream that once occupied the passage.  One way or the other, I wasn’t ready to get soaked that early in the trip. Next time.  After briefly heading up the upper level trunk, we decided it would be best to turn back and look at the domes next to the Waterfall Room. Why move deeper in the cave before looking at things right next door to camp? I was turning over in my mind whether or not there could have been passage development southwestward towards Scott Hollow that was pirated by a breach through Scoop City shale at the Waterfall Room. It looks as if the upper level trunk could have once drained towards Scott Hollow, overlapping Windy Mouth and draining the opposite direction, and then been captured as vadose waters interacting with the faulting in and around the Waterfall Room opened a new outlet into the Windy Mouth System. But as we looked around the domes, I didn’t see any indication whatsoever of horizontal development in the area.  The beds in the uppermost and Easternmost dome were actually perfectly vertical. I spotted what looked like a lead up high, but when I had climbed up about 30’, I started to spook: many of the holds I reached out to test broke, and the climb was becoming overhung. Also, the lead was looking less and less promising as I got higher. I gingerly worked my way back down to the floor, where Kaleb had been looking on with 
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some prudent skepticism.  We retreated from the domes and enjoyed a quick rest at the Waterfall Room. Ryan, feeling the effects of a hard day of caving, lay down for a nap, while Kaleb and I journeyed south out of the Waterfall Room for a look at a lead I had noticed on the plot that had seemed to be heading Southwest along strike. The passage was a wide, low thing, with a painful floor of chert. Presently it became water floored and only a foot or two high. As I was investigating this area, Kaleb found another dry lead that seemed to be paralleling it. Deterred by the water, I tried this route. Also very painful, the passage was in a similar plentiful chert bed. After twisting and winding around in here for awhile, I turned around at a tight spot. I seemed to just be heading back towards the Waterfall Room, and not farther west as I had hoped. In fact, thinking about it, the stream in this passage is probably the same one that flows over the waterfall. Before returning for the night, Kaleb and I made a short jaunt downstream in this passage, which is considerably more comfortable. A series of beautiful cascades over flowstone alternate with deep blue plunge pools in this section. Satisfied with this, we headed back.  This stream flows for at least its southern reaches along a thrust fault either identical with or associated with the major fault identified by David Shank in the Waterfall Room.  Major slickensides planes are evident in the stream passage where it first enlarges following the descent into it from the upper, dry trunk above.  Ryan had been having some intense dream about red spiders about when we rolled into camp. Relived to be awake, he joined us in a dinner of cliff bars, trail mix, and lifesavers. Camp was comfortable and warm. We lit up some tea lights and relaxed in the firelight. Visible from camp was a prominent carbide inscription: “boy’s brigade.” Feeling the spirit of the words, this became our battle cry for the rest of the trip. (If anyone knows anything about the origin of this inscriptions, I think I would be interested.) I fell quickly into a deep sleep, lulled by the sound of rushing water nearby.  It was 11 hours before we were up and moving again. Probably the hardest part of any camp trip for me, in any cave, is waking up, crawling out of a nice warm and dry sleeping bag, and slithering into muddy, cold, and wet gear from the day before. Within a few minutes we had all forgotten our discomfort, and were back on our way into the upper level trunk. Proceeding through the blowhole (or whatever it is called) and through the belly crawl, we were soon in some really nice cave. Passing some nice formations, we entered an impressive canyon, also floored on Scoop City shale. In some areas, this canyon has entrenched through quite a bit of shale. The sequence appears to be considerably thicker in this area than it is in Scott Hollow Cave; I would estimate as much as 20’ in some places. In these deeper areas, a cherty limestone would sometimes form the floor, suggesting that the stream has eaten its way down into Lower Hillsdale limestone in some spots, but hasn’t found any nice places to develop lower passages. After a handful of hundreds of feet of this, we climbed a crumbly ledge into an infeeding canyon, following the compass. I spotted some of Hixson’s survey stations in this area for later reference. We appeared to be in “PB” survey. Kaleb and I joked that this stood for peanut butter; the mud in some areas was of a similar consistency. At last a climb lead into some nice gypsum‐spackled walking passage, but it was to be short lived. The passage soon ended abruptly in a large room with not obvious passage on. Some domes in the ceiling lead into small infeeders. The most curious thing about these was that at the base of each was a huge mound of coarse stream gravel, consistently between fist sized and golf ball sized. All the infeeders, when pushed, lead into plugs of similar gravel fills. From this I infer the presence of an inactive stream passage above, perhaps filled almost entirely with such material, perhaps not. After looking for a way into said passage for a while, we found nothing of promise. Totally sleazed from pushing, I tried to keep moving and keep warm until my suit dried out and cleaned up from contact with the walls.  Back at the main canyon, we opted to continue upstream. Within a few 
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hundred more feet, we were in a dome with a deteriorating cable ladder and old manilla rope hanging from above. A cursory inspection of the room revealed a ledge bypassing the rope, which, though exposed was very easy to traverse. The passage here showed a marked change of character, and looking around it seemed to me like the canyon we had just emerged from was a drain serving a larger paleo‐passage to the east, the passage continued; to the southwest it terminated abruptly in breakdown. This passage should continue, and I expect before it is said and done it will. I noticed similar gravels here as those we had just seen in PB survey; they seem to be a trademark of the passages in this area of the cave.  Tired from pushing, we turned around here and headed back to camp, only several thousand feet distant. After some dinner conversation and a long hard look at the map, I took some Tylenol PM and waited for the ache in my limbs and the excited chatter in my mind to quiet down. While I waited, I crept down the passage behind camp in my socks and long johns, and sat down on a ledge for some quiet time with the cave. Windy Mouth has an ancient and enigmatic feeling that is hard to describe, but that I was acutely aware of. The twisting, weaving conduits, with their quiet streams and glittering, gypsum‐encrusted walls seem endless. The passage I was sitting in was littered with small breakdown, shattered by gypsum wedging.  A light breeze moved past on its long journey to the entrance. Peaceful, I went to bed for another long and deep sleep.  In the morning, we woke up and fell back asleep a few times before finally extracting ourselves from the comfort and packing up camp. We lit the remaining tea lights, mulled over the usual logistics of getting everything out of the cave at less than twice the size and weight it came in at.  The trip out was quiet and slow. At 1 pm, the first window of blue and green brilliance greeted our eyes, and within 10 minutes we were sitting in the heat of the summer day. We were all very hungry and thirsty. It was hard to decide, upon completing the slog back to the car, what to do first: eat, drink, or swim? We sort of did them all at once. In an hour or so we were sitting in Carlito’s enjoying Mexican cuisine and cold drinks. I couldn’t have been happier.  The trip was not very productive materially, but I feel pretty well armed to return with a clearer understanding of the cave and where to focus energy.  In general, Windy Mouth seems like a satellite system of Scott Hollow. The dome of the Sinks Grove anticline bends the strike Eastward as one travels northward; this bend seems to not take place gradually, but in a series of flexures in the western limb of the fold. Such a flexure appears to be expressed in the surface topography just north of the Greenbrier County line. Surface water north of this flexure enters the Windy Mouth System along the contact, and surface water south of it enters Scott Hollow. Since this divide has existed throughout the developmental history of the caves, and would function similarly regardless of how surface waters entered the cave, I suspect that Windy Mouth and Scott Hollow caves were developmentally related to each other only during the earliest phases of phreatic karst development in the valley, although some more recent minor piracy of vadose waters near the divide back and forth between systems seems possible. In short, there is probably not some elusive, abandoned major passage connecting the two systems. They seem to be of very different ages and histories. Instead, a connection will probably be small and obscure, and require some geologic or hydrologic sweet spot to exist.  Given the complexity of the karst in this area, I expect this sweet spot exists, but it might take considerable exploration and deduction to find it.  Corey Hackley     
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We caved back toward the entrance.  There were ledges to climb and big slabs of break down to maneuver around.   

 At the entrance we again slowed down.  It is a tight climb upwards.  I had a hard time getting up it.  I could get my foot on the rock that everybody was telling me to do.  But, I couldn’t push upward.  I could only push myself to the other side of the entrance and was stopped by the wall.  I had to reach up and out.  I grabbed two rocks and pulled myself up while kicking my feet like I was swimming.  Rocking my body back and forth I slowly edged upward and out.   A few others followed me out.  It was still a mixed group.  One lady could not get out no matter what she did.  Finally one guy was under her pushing upward, another guy grabbed her right arm, and I grabbed her left.  We pushed and pulled her out of the hole.  She had been wedged tightly in the hole and I don’t know what she would have done if we were not there. As the entrance area was starting to get filled with people, small groups headed back to the cars.  People changed and we made sure everyone that was in our group made it back.   We headed back to the campground in Durbin.  We were there in time to see the Durbin Rocket come back into town.  A lot of cavers took the trip on the train after coming back from their caving trips.  We were back in plenty of time for dinner.  
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 I walked around camp and took pictures of the Grotto Banners.  Here are some of the Grottoes that were at Spring VAR 2001.  Front Royal Grotto, Bald Eagle Grotto, Blue Ridge Grotto, DC Grotto, Shady Grove Grotto, Tidewater Grotto, Tri‐State Grotto, and the Cavers Decon made its way in. 
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