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The DEAD DOG DISPATCH is a publication of the 
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS. The OPINIONS 
expressed herein are not necessarily those of the EDITOR, the 
GROTTO, nor the NSS. Material that is unsigned may be 
attributed to the EDITOR. Material contained within this 
PUBLICATION may be reproduced by the NSS and its 
GROTTOS, provided that PROPER CREDIT is given to the 
DEAD DOG DISPATCH and the AUTHOR. 
 
 
The DEAD DOG DISPATCH is a NON-PROFIT 
monthly newsletter published by the TRI-STATE GROTTO 
of the NSS. SUBSCRIPTION RATES are $12.00 per year to 
SUBSCRIBING MEMBERS, and FREE with FULL and 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIPS to the TRI-STATE 
GROTTO. 
 
 
All material for inclusion in the DEAD DOG 
DISPATCH must be sent to the EDITOR NO LATER 
THAN THE 25TH OF EACH MONTH.  

 
TRI-STATE GROTTO OFFICERS 

 
CHAIR -------- John DiCarlo --------- 301-432-2323 
V-CHAIR ------ Bob Bennett --------- 304-579-4304 
TREASURER--- Jerry Bowen -------- 301-790-
0476 
SECRETARY ----  
Member At Large ---- 
Membership Chair --- Bob Bennett ---304-579-4304 
Newsletter Editor --- Bob Bennett ----304-579-4304 
Conservation Chair--Corey Hackley –301-432-2257                     
P R Chair --------- JC Fisher ---------- 304-258-4974 
Safety Chair ----- Carl Amundson ----540-955-0611  
Program Dir -----                           ---- 
Funding ----- Paulette Bennett --------304-579-4304 
Equip. Chair ----Bob Bennett --------- 304-579-4304 

 
TRI-STATE GROTTO MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE AS 

FOLLOWS: 
 

FULL MEMBERSHIP -----------$10.00 (Must be NSS) 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP---$12.00 (Non-NSS) 
SUBSCRIBING MEMBERSHIP-$12.00 (Non-Voting) 
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP --------$2.00/FAMILY 
(FULL FAMILY-must be NSS)(Voting rights if over 16) 
(FAMILY ASSOCIATE-non NSS)(Voting over 16) 
 

 
Payment of DUES can be made at MONTHLY MEETINGS 

or can be SENT TO: 
 

JERRY BOWEN, TREASURER 
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS 

17817 STONE VALLEY CR. 
HAGERSTOWN, MD 21740 

301-790-0476 
E-MAIL: bookmaker-jb@myactv.net 

 
For MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION contact: 

 
BOB BENNETT, MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 

TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS 
464 HUCKLEBERRY DR. 

GERRARDSTOWN, WV 25420-0211 
304-579-4304 

E-MAIL:  gimpycaver@comcast.net 
 

*** The photo on the cover was taken by Ed 
Devine in Baker Quarry / Dyer Bluestone Mine, 

Hardy Co, WV 
 

**** Don’t forget, the JONES QUARRY BOOKLET is 
STILL available at a reasonable price $6.00. If you don’t 

have it in your library, then YOU MUST GET IT. It is 
PACKED with info about the QUARRY, the CAVE, the 

INDIAN BONES, and of course the MAP! If you are 
interested in purchasing the BOOKLET, contact BOB 
BENNETT [304-579-4304(H) or 304-725-3481 ext 

491(W)](E-MAIL at gimpycaver@comcast.net or JUDY 
FISHER [304-258-4974(H) or 304-258-1822(W)](E-MAIL 

at jcf@access.mountain.net) 
 

WE NEED EVERYONE TO KEEP THINKING ABOUT 
VOLUNTEERING FOR AN OPEN POSITION. WE 
STILL NEED SOMEONE FOR THE FOLLOWING 

POSITIONS: 
SECRETARY 

PROGRAM CHAIR 
MEMBER at LARGE 

PLEASE GIVE IT SOME THOUGHT. WE NEED YOUR 
SUPPORT! 
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2011 

 
JAN 1 --------- NEW YEAR’S DAY 
JAN 12 -------- TSG Grotto meeting – 7pm 
JAN 15 -------- Crystal Grottoes Dig – 10am 
JAN 17 ------- MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY 
FEB 2 --------- GROUND HOG DAY 
FEB 9 --------- TSG Grotto meeting – 7pm – Slide show on  
           Carols Crack Cave presented by Ed Devine 
FEB 14 -------- VALENTINE’S DAY 
FEB 21 -------- PRESIDENT’S DAY 
MAR 9 -------- TSG Grotto meeting – 7pm 
MAR 17 ------ ST PATRICK’S DAY 
APR 1 --------- ALL FOOL’S DAY 
APR 13 -------- TSG Grotto meeting – 7pm 
APR 15 ------- TAX DAY 
APR 22 ------- GOOD FRIDAY 
APR 24 ------- EASTER 
APR 29 – MAY 1 – SPRING VAR @ Durbin, WV –  
           Sponsored by FRG 
MAY 8 -------- MOTHER’S DAY 
MAY 5 -------- CINCO de MAYO 
MAY 11 ------- TSG meeting – 7pm 
MAY 30 ------- MEMORIAL DAY 
JUN 10-12 ---- Bubble weekend 
JUN 8 ---------- TSG meeting – 7pm 
JUN 14 -------- FLAG DAY 
JUN 19 -------- FATHER’S DAY 
JUL 4 ---------- INDEPENDENCE DAY 
JUL 13 -------- TSG meeting – 7pm 
JUL 18-22 ----- NSS Convention, Glenwood Springs,  
             CO 
AUG 10 -------- TSG meeting – 7pm 
SEP 1-5 -------- otr!!!!! 
SEP 5 ----------- LABOR DAY  
 

2012 

 
JUN 25-30 ------NSS Convention, Lewisburg, WV 
 

******* CAVE BUCKS ******** 
CAVE BUCKS is a voluntary donation for 
cave purchases. The money is collected at 
each monthly meeting and sent to the 
organization of choice. The money SHOULD 
NEVER be kept past the week it is collected. 
 
 

 
 
Month of January ------------------------- $5.00 
                 TOTAL TO DATE: ---- $4885.00 

Keep It Coming! 
 

 
   
 
 
Tri-State Grotto ------------------- www.tristategrotto.net/ 
VAR ------------------------------------- www.varegion.org/ 
NSS ------------------------------------------ www.caves.org/ 
NSS Convention 2010 ------------ http://www.ics2009.us/ 
OTR --------------------------------------------- www.otr.org/ 
MAR -------------------------- www.caves.org/region/mar/ 
WVCC ---------------------------------------- www.wvcc.net/ 
Andy Celmer ---------------www.tristategrotto.net/Andy/ 
Bob’s Web Site -------------- www.tristategrotto.net/Bob/ 
Ehren Gieske ------------- www.tristategrotto.net/Ehren/ 
Jerry’s Cave Web Site ------------------------------------------- 
---------------------- http://www.caves.org/member/jerry/ 
Vitas Eidukevicius ---- www.tristategrotto.net/Vitas/ 
David Hackley’s Web Site ------------------------------------- 
---- http://s180.photobucket.com/albums/x307/clearsig/ 
Todd Roberts ------------------------------------------------------
---- http://s63.photobucket.com/albums/h143/Todd_05/ 
Bob Gulden -------------- www.caverbob.com/home.htm/ 
Rock Climbing Knots Friction ---------------------------------
- www.chockstone.org/TechTips/prusik.htm#Bachman/ 
 Tri-State Grotto MySpace  -------------------------------------
--------------------------- www.myspace.com/tristategrotto/ 
Animated Knots by Grog ----- www.animatedknots.com/ 
White Nose Syndrome ------------------------------------------ 
http://www.caves.org/grotto/dcg/wns-notice-to-
cavers.pdf  
NSS Online Cavers -------------- www.onlinecavers.com/ 
WNS ---------------------------------------------------------------
http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%20Info.htm/ 
Containment Procedures --------------------------------------
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/whitenosemessage.html/ 
Crystal Grottoes Caverns --------------------------------------
www.crystalgrottoescaverns.com 
    

 
 

MONTH OF NOVEMBER 
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Mary Bowen, Brooks Brogan, Patricia 
Cronin, Nikki Fox, Art Hanson Jr, 

Christal Hanson, Austin Jefferson, Chase 
Jefferson, Terry McClanathan, Abigail 

Wootten,  
 

MONTH OF DECEMBER 
 

Priscilla Armer, Barbara Jefferson, Brent 
Jefferson, Carolyn Pate, Janey Pate, 

Philip Paul, Dillon Teeple, Evert Bonito 
Vis 

 
MONTH OF JANUARY 

 
Eric Armer, Judy Fisher, Bob Gray, 

Stacey Hajenga, Tim McDougle, Van 
Pell, Jason Rice, Fiord`aliza Vis, Trish 

Walthers 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

 
 
Explorers discover spectacular caves in 
Vietnam - Yahoo! News Skip to navigation  
 
National Geographic Howard and Deb Limbert 
of England led the first expedition to enter Hang 
Son Doong in 2009, but they were stopped a 
couple of miles in by a huge calcite wall. The 
team returned recently to climb the wall, take 
measurements and try to find the cavern's end. 
 
Many photographs taken in Hang San Doong 
and other newly explored caves have been 

published in the January issue of National 
Geographic and on its website, where you can 
view larger images. The site also has an 
interactive graphic of the river cave's path 
 

 
Tourists treated to Caving 101 at 
Carlsbad Caverns - Travel - Destination 
Travel - US and Canada - msnbc.com 
 
The Associated Press updated 1/4/2011 11:23:26 
AM ET 2011-01-04T16:23:26 
Share Print Font: +-CARLSBAD CAVERNS 
NATIONAL PARK, N.M. — One by one, the 
tourists' headlamps grow dim and disappear as 
they venture farther into a fracture in the 
limestone, deep beneath the surface of southern 
New Mexico's scrubby desert. 
 
They shimmy through a narrow cave passage, 
ducking to keep their helmets from scraping tiny 
crystals overhead as they leave behind a huge 
subterranean chamber filled with towering 
columns of calcite and other worldly formations 
that have captivated explorers and scientists for 
more than a century. 
 
This is exactly what the novice cavers signed up 
for — a personal tour of the underground 
backcountry of one of the most famous — and 
unique — cave systems in the world, Carlsbad 
Caverns National Park. For less adventurous 
visitors, there are paved paths, hand rails and 
lights in other parts of the caverns. But here, 
more than 800 feet down, the beauty that nature 
spent eons perfecting is intertwined with the 
challenges of negotiating slippery flow stone and 
squeezing from one chamber to the next through 
slots with names such as "The Florida Key." 
Slideshow: National spectacles (on this page) 
For ranger Mark Joop and his group of 12 
amateur cavers, the excitement comes from 
anticipating what's around the next bend in a 
portion of the park called Lower Cave. 
"Caves are like the unknown," Joop says. "Since 
I can't go to the moon and explore other planets, 
this is the last unknown realm on the planet. 
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We've gone to the highest peaks and everything, 
but there's so much yet to be found and explored 
here underground." 
 
More than 400,000 people visit Carlsbad 
Caverns each year to get a glimpse of the 
monumental stalagmites and stalactites, delicate 
soda straws, translucent draperies and reflective 
pools that decorate the park's main attraction, the 
Big Room. But only a fraction of visitors get a 
chance to experience the more extreme tour 
through Lower Cave or a lantern-lit history 
lesson in Left Hand Tunnel. 
 
And because of limited reservations for "off-
trail" tours, even fewer people get to crawl 
through the Hall of the White Giant and Spider 
Cave, which are the most difficult — and 
quickly booked — of the ranger-guided caving 
tours. 
 
Joop finds a spot along the narrow passage in 
Lower Cave where everyone can gather around. 
Crammed shoulder to shoulder with their 
headlamps blinding one another, he makes a 
suggestion: Turn off your lamps, your cameras 
and anything else that might glow. 
In a few seconds, darkness takes on a whole new 
meaning. "Try waving your hand in front of your 
face," he says. "Some people claim they can see 
their hand moving, but that's just your brain 
freaking out, thinking that it can actually see 
something. It's just too dark." 
 
Aside from the absolute blackness, the silence 
inside the passage is stifling. Everyone holds 
their breath to see just how quiet it is. There's no 
dripping water, no breeze, no crickets, nothing. 
Actually, though, crickets have found a way to 
survive quietly deep inside the caverns. Rangers 
point them out along with horsehair worms in the 
drip pools when a scanning headlamp is lucky 
enough to spot one of the elusive creatures. 
There are also the mummified remains of a not-
so-lucky bat along the trail and another whose 
tiny body was entombed in a stalagmite as it 
formed eons ago. 

Carlsbad Caverns' discovery was something of 
an accident. As the story goes, teenage cowhand 
Jim White was mending fences just before sunset 
and saw what looked like a plume of smoke 
rising in the distance. When he got closer, he 
realized it was a cloud of bats pouring from the 
mouth of the cave for their nightly dinner run. 
That was around 1898. Over the next few years, 
White spent much of his time underground, 
exploring with an oil lamp fashioned from a 
coffee pot and homemade ladders made from 
fence wire and wood. 
 
Photographs of the caverns eventually made their 
way into The New York Times. The federal 
government's General Land Office mapped the 
underground wonderland and the National 
Geographic Society followed with an expedition 
that put the place on the map in 1924. In 1930, 
Congress designated Carlsbad Caverns a national 
park and it later became a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. 
 
For those not up to hiking the steep paved path 
that winds down from the cave's natural 
entrance, a high-speed elevator zips down the 75 
stories in less than a minute. Long before the 
elevator and paved walkway, cave visitors rode 
in huge buckets on a rope and pulley system 
erected by workers who mined guano (bat 
droppings) for use as fertilizer. 
 
The fascination with Carlsbad Caverns comes 
partly from the way it was formed, a process 
responsible for just 5 percent of the world's 
caves. It started some 250 million years ago with 
the creation of a reef formed from the remains of 
sea sponges and other creatures. Then came 
evaporation, erosion and uplift. Rainwater 
seeped down while hydrogen sulfide-rich water 
migrated upward from the vast oil and natural 
gas deposits below. The resulting sulfuric acid 
ate away the limestone, forming the massive 
chambers that visitors see today. The decorations 
formed drop by drop over 500,000 years as 
calcite-rich water found its way from the surface. 
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"It's fantastic. It's so beautiful you just want to 
touch everything, but you can't," said Judy 
Weinberg of Toronto, Canada, after going on a 
two-hour tour of Left Hand Tunnel. The rangers' 
mantra is: Don't touch! The oil from hands and 
skin damages cave formations. Rangers like to 
point out the "cave popcorn" covering the walls, 
soda straws hanging in small alcoves and "cave 
bacon," a wavy formation that reveals muted 
ribbons of color when lit from behind by a 
flashlight. 
 
"Can you imagine finding that big room for the 
first time? Coming into that gigantic, dark, open 
void and then seeing all of these formations? Ah, 
it would have been a thrill of a lifetime, like you 
discovered paradise underground," Joop says. 
With his leather gloves and cinched helmet, Joop 
was the picture of an old hand at underground 
exploration. The rest of his group, not so much. 
They fiddled with batteries for their headlamps 
and rummaged through their packs for gloves. 
Once the rustling stopped, Joop pulled out a 
knotted rope and held it up. 
 
"This is caving 101," he said. "There are ropes, 
three flights of ladders, slippery surfaces and 
narrow passages. Does any of this scare 
anybody?" No way! This was why they signed 
up. The park has been offering adventure tours 
since 1995. Aside from giving tourists a chance 
to see parts of the cave that are normally off-
limits, the tours help rangers educate visitors 
about just how fragile the caverns are. On a tour 
through Kings Palace, a ranger points to a sea of 
stalactites hanging just above the trail. A closer 
look reveals an orange dot on the broken tip of 
each damaged formation. A team of surveyors 
counted and marked more than 10,000 pieces 
that had been damaged over several decades of 
unguided tours in just a single chamber."That's 
why we have limits now. There has to be a 
balance between preservation and access," said 
Marie Marek, the park's chief of interpretation. 
Now, volunteers regularly clean cave formations 
and the paved trails are vacuumed once or twice 
a year to keep lint and other debris from 

changing the cave's environment — home to bats 
and other microscopic organisms. Joop hopes the 
tours provide a taste of excitement and 
mystery."It's a world that most of us don't get to 
experience," he says, "and when you have an 
opportunity like this, it gives the normal person a 
chance to see what the underground world is 
like. 
 
"If You Go...CARLSBAD CAVERNS: 
http://www.nps.gov/cave/. Click on "Fees and 
Reservations" to see options for ranger-guided 
tours. Many guided tours sell out, so reserve well 
in advance. 
 
Guided tour fees, $7-$20; admission for self-
guided tours, $6. Located in New Mexico 300 
miles from Albuquerque and 150 miles from El 
Paso, Texas. Open daily year-round. Through 
May 27, last cavern entry, 2 p.m. via cavern 
entrance, 3:30 p.m. via elevator. (Longer hours 
in summer.) The Associated Press. 
 
 

Tri-State Grotto 
Meeting 
12-8-10 

 
Bernie Wootten started the meeting at 7 pm.  
Thirteen people were present. 
 
Jerry Bowen gave the treasurer’s report. 
It was moved seconded and passed 
 
Old Business: 
 
We talked about the Baker gating project. 
 
A Whitings Neck trip was talked about. A bat 
was seen that didn’t have WNS. 
 
A Dyers trip was talked about. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
Saturday is the Grotto Christmas party. 
January Meeting   
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Crystal Grottoes Dig the Saturday after the 
January Grotto Meeting. 
 
We talked about the past Adam Stephen Dig. 
 
In May, Jerry Bowen is still planning on go to 
NY caving at different caves. 
 
Franklin Grotto wants to survey Whitings Neck 
Cave.  They asked if it was alright with Tri-
State.  We said yes. 
 
We talked about the upcoming Grotto Christmas 
party. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm to hold the 
elections. 
 
Elections - The following people were elected:  
Chair – John Di Carlo 
V. Chair – Bob Bennett 
Treasurer – Jerry Bowen 
 
We collected $5.00 for Cave Bucks.  It will be 
sent to WVCC. 
We collected canned goods for a needy family. 
The meeting was again adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 

Submitted by 
John P. Di Carlo, Jr. 

Secretary 
Tri-State Grotto 

 
 

 
 

BEETHOVENS SYMPHONY 
July 25, 2010 survey trip 

 
Back in July, Brent Jefferson contacted me about 
a ‘new’ cave in Hardy Co. He said that a person 
living locally showed him where the cave was. It 
was supposed to have a 15-20 foot drop and 

contained big eared bats. I started contacting 
people to survey this ‘new’ cave. 
 
On July 25, we all arrived at the meeting place in 
Hardy Co. Those attending the survey trip were: 
Brent Jefferson, Brad Jefferson, Jerry Bowen, 
Nikki Fox, Chris Coates, Jeff Jahn, Terry 
McClanathan, & myself. Bob Denton was to 
have made the trip so we could study the 
geology but he could not make it. 
 
The weather was very hot (mid 90’s)! The hike 
to the cave was up an old road to the top of the 
ridge. The cave was just over the top in a shallow 
sinkhole. There were also several other sinks 
scattered nearby across the top of the ridge. 

 
Entrance (Bob Bennett) 

 
Chris rappelling (Nikki Fox) 



 

DEAD DOG DISPATCH        V. #25       I. #11       dec        2010        #8 
 

Chris rigged the rope and one by one we 
rappelled in. The drop was about 17 feet to the 
floor of a talus pile. Looking at the wall & up to 
the entrance hole the passage traveled off in 2 
directions to the left and right. We split into 2 
survey groups. The first survey team consisted of 
Jeff (fore sights), Chris (back sights), and Terry 
(Sketcher). The second survey team consisted of 
Nikki (sketcher), Bob (fore sights), & Jerry (back 
sights). Jerry, Brad & Brent took turns with the 
dummy end of the tape. 
 
The first group started surveying to the left as 
out group prepared to survey the right-hand 
passage. This was Jerry’s first actual survey trip 
where he used the compass so we were a little 
slower while teaching him the basics. 
 
The right-hand passage continued with a 20 foot 
high ceiling for about 150 feet. It also dropped 
downward at about 40 to 45 degrees. The rocks 
and moist earth talus was very slippery. As we 
approached the bottom of the passage the floor 
dropped immediately dropped about 10 feet over 
a very large boulder and continued. There was 
also a passage going to the left in an upward 
direction for about 30 feet and connected through 
a body-sized window to the entrance room just 
below the entrance pit. 
 
Once down the 10 foot drop the passage 
continued down to the lowest point in the cave at 
about 80’ below the entrance. Here there was a 
flowstone lined chimney that went straight up for 
about 30+ feet (later Chris tried to chimney the 
pit with no success) (He also thought there might 
be a passage at the top). 
 
As we were surveying, team one was surveying 
the left-hand passage. The passage soon came to 
a small narrow passage about 6 feet up on the 
wall. Once through this passage the floor 
dropped down a narrow pit for 15’ and continued 
to a room 12 feet high. There was also a short 
passage to the right leading down to another 
room about 10 feet high with a too tight passage 

leading on.  Another passage lead down over an 
8 foot climb to more passage. 
 
The passage continued as a 10 to 15 foot high 
and 5-15 feet wide passage for about 100 feet to 
another climb down. This lead to the lowest 
point in the left-hand passage at about 63 feet 
below the entrance. At the lowest point there 
were some calcified roots and a few ‘old’ 
formations. Here was also a too small passage 
leading down and on. 
 
Survey team #1 had about 300+ feet of survey 
while survey team #2 had between 180 and 200 
feet giving the total of about 509 feet of 
horizontal survey. The total depth was 83 feet. 
Terry McClanathan did the cartography. 
 
We did not see any bats or salamanders but we 
did see plenty of different types of flies. There 
was much decaying matter at the bottom of the 
entrance drop 
 
Of course the cave has always been known about 
by locals but several times groups of cavers have 
tried to locate the cave with no success. 
 

 
Jerry rappelling (Bob) 
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Nikki rappelling (Bob) 

 

 
Brad rappelling (Bob) 

 

 
Brent waiting his turn (Bob) 

 
The entrance from the inside (Nikki) 

 
"FRG ListServ" <front-royal-grotto-
listserv@googlegroups.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 28, 2010 2:30:58 PM  
Subject: (FRG) - B&C Wunderwear Now in 
Virginia 
 
Everyone,  
If you didn't know, Cecile James has moved to 
Lynchburg! 
 
The following is from her new website. 
 
Trouble in Wunderland: The May 2010 flood in 
Nashville almost completely wiped out B&C 
Wunderwear. We were able to recover some 
stock and supplies, and are slowly getting our 
sewing machines running again. Many thanks to 
many cavers who have helped us – we are very 
grateful. We have now relocated to Lynchburg,  
Va. We are still getting things set up and have 
run into both phone and ISP problems along the 
way. Things are slowly coming together.  You 
can contact us at (434-528-2303) or 
Cecile@bcwunderwear.com. 
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