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The DEAD DOG DISPATCH is a publication of the
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS. The OPINIONS
expressed herein are not necessarily those of the EDITOR, the
GROTTO, nor the NSS. Material that is unsigned may be
attributed to the EDITOR. Material contained within this
PUBLICATION may be reproduced by the NSS and its
GROTTOS, provided that PROPER CREDIT is given to the

DEAD DOG DISPATCH and the AUTHOR.

The DEAD DOG DISPATCH is a NON-PROFIT
monthly newsletter published by the TRI-STATE GROTTO
of the NSS. SUBSCRIPTION RATES are $12.00 per year to
SUBSCRIBING MEMBERS, and FREE with FULL and
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIPS to the TRI-STATE
GROTTO.

All material for inclusion in the DEAD DOG

DISPATCH must be sent to the EDITOR NO LATER
THAN THE 25™ OF EACH MONTH.

TRI-STATE GROTTO OFFICERS

CHAIR ------ Bernie Wootten -------- 301-254-1055
V-CHAIR ------ Bob Bennett --------- 304-579-4304
TREASURER--- Jerry Bowen -------- 301-790-
0476

SECRETARY ---- John DiCarlo ----- 301-432-2323
Member At Large --- -

Membership Chair --- Bob Bennett ---304-579-4304
Newsletter Editor --- Bob Bennett ----304-579-4304
Conservation Chair--Corey Hackley —301-432-2257
P R Chair --------- JC Fisher ---------- 304-258-4974
Safety Chair ----- Carl Amundson ----540-955-0611
Program Dir ----- -—--

Funding ----- Paulette Bennett -------- 304-579-4304
Equip. Chair ----Bob Bennett --------- 304-579-4304

TRI-STATE GROTTO MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE AS
FOLLOWS:

FULL MEMBERSHIP ----------- $10.00 (Must be NSS)
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP---$12.00 (Non-NSS)
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SUBSCRIBING MEMBERSHIP-$12.00 (Non-Voting)
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP ----—-- $2.00/FAMILY
(FULL FAMILY-must be NSS)(Voting rights if over 16)
(FAMILY ASSOCIATE-non NSS)(Voting over 16)

Payment of DUES can be made at MONTHLY MEETINGS
or can be SENT TO:

JERRY BOWEN, TREASURER
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS
17817 STONE VALLEY CR.
HAGERSTOWN, MD 21740
301-790-0476
E-MAIL: bookmaker-jb@myactv.net

For MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION contact:

BOB BENNETT, MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
TRI-STATE GROTTO of the NSS
464 HUCKLEBERRY DR.
GERRARDSTOWN, WV 25420-0211
304-579-4304

E-MAIL: gimpycaver@comcast.net

*%* The photo on the cover was taken BY Nikki
Fox in Scherr Crystal Cave in Grant Co, WV.

**%* Don’t forget, the JONES QUARRY BOOKLET is
STILL available at a reasonable price $6.00. If you don’t

have it in your library, then YOU MUST GET IT. It is
PACKED with info about the QUARRY, the CAVE, the

INDIAN BONES, and of course the MAP! If you are
interested in purchasing the BOOKLET, contact BOB

BENNETT [304-579-4304(H) or 304-725-3481 ext

491(W)](E-MAIL at gimpycaver@comcast.net or JUDY
FISHER [304-258-4974(H) or 304-258-1822(W)](E-MAIL
at jef@access.mountain.net)

WE NEED EVERYONE TO KEEP THINKING ABOUT
VOLUNTEERING FOR AN OPEN POSITION. WE
STILL NEED SOMEONE FOR THE FOLLOWING

POSITIONS:
PROGRAM CHAIR
MEMBER at LARGE
PLEASE GIVE IT SOME THOUGHT. WE NEED YOUR
SUPPORT!
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APR 1 -——--- ALL FOOL’S DAY
APR 2 ——mm- GOOD FRIDAY
APR 2-3 ---- Grand Caverns Restoration — Contact
Meredith Hall Weberg
APR 4 - EASTER

APR 14 ----- TSG Grotto Meeting 7pm

APR 15 ----- TAX DAY

APR 22 -—--- EARTH DAY

APR 23------ ARBOR DAY

MAY 5 ------ CINCO de MAYO

MAY 6 ------ NATIONAL DAY of PRAYER

MAY 9 -——--- MOTHER’S DAY

MAY 12 ---- TSG Grotto Meeting 7pm

MAY 15 ----- ARMED FORCES DAY

MAY 21-23 - Spring VAR sponsored by Bubble
Cave LLC

MAY 28-31 — Speleofest - KY

MAY 31 ---- MEMORIAL DAY

JUN 4-6 ---- BUBBLE CAVE WEEKEND

JUNQ ------- TSG Grotto Meeting 7pm

JUN 14 ----- FLAG DAY

JUN 17-20 — SERA Cave Carnival, Monteagle, TN

JUN 20 ----- FATHER’S DAY

JUN 20 ------ WV DAY

JUN 21 ----- SUMMER SOLSTICE

JUL 4 -----—-- INDEPENDENCE DAY

JUL 14 ----- TSG Grotto Meeting 7pm

JUL 17 ----- Annual Grotto Picnic — 12pm

JUL 25 ----- PARENT’S DAY

AUG 2-6 -- NSS Convention, Essex Jnctn, VT

AUG 11 ---- TSG Grotto Meeting 7pm

sep 2-6 — QTR

SEP 6 ------- LABOR DAY

SEP § ------ TSG Grotto Meeting 7pm

SEP 11 ----- PATRIOT’S DAY

SEP 23 - AUTUMN EQUINOX

OCT 7-10 — Fall TAG Cave-In, Lookout Mt, TN
OCT 11 ---- COLUMBUS DAY

OCT 13 ---- TSG Grotto Meeting 7pm

OCT 16 ----- Bridge Day

OCT 31 ----- ALL HALLOW EVE

NOV 2 ------ ELECTION DAY

NOV 7 ------ DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS
NOV 10 ---- TSG Grotto Meeting 7pm

NOV 11 ---- VETERAN’S DAY

NOV 13 ----- SADIE HAWKIN’S DAY

NOV 25 ---- THANKSGIVING

NOV 26 ---- BLACK FRIDAY

DEC 8 ------ Wrap Presents for Red Cross 6pm
DEC 11 ---- ALLUAL TSG CHRISTMAS
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CELEBRATION at Bob & Paulette’s
home 6pm

DEC 12 ----- Christmas caving

DEC 21 ---- WINTER SOLSTICE

DEC 24 ---- CHRISTMAS EVE

DEC 25 ---- CHRISTMAS DAY

DEC 31 ---- NEW YEAR’S EVE

Aot

AUG 2-6 ----- NSS Convention, Glenwood Springs, CO

i

JUN 25-30 ------ NSS Convention, Lewisburg, WV

x*xkkxtd CAVE BUCKS **%% %%
CAVE BUCKS is a voluntary donation for
cave purchases. The money is collected at
each monthly meeting and sent to the
organization of choice. The money SHOULD
NEVER be kept past the week it is collected.

Month of March $29.00
TOTAL TO DATE: —- $4652.00

Keep It Coming!

Tri-State Grotto -------=----==----- www.tristategrotto.net/

VAR www.varegion.org/
NSS www.caves.org/
NSS Convention 2010 ------------ http://www.ics2009.us/
OTR www.otr.org/
MAR www.caves.org/region/mar/
WVCC www.wvcce.net/
Andy Celmer --------------- www.tristategrotto.net/Andy/
Bob’s Web Site -------------- www.tristategrotto.net/Bob/
Ehren Gieske ------------- www.tristategrotto.net/Ehren/

Jerry’s Cave Web Site
http://www.caves.org/member/jerry/

Vitas Eidukevicius ---- www.tristategrotto.net/Vitas/
David Hackley’s Web Site
---- http://s180.photobucket.com/albums/x307/clearsig/
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Todd Roberts
---- http://s63.photobucket.com/albums/h143/Todd 05/
Bob Gulden -------------- www.caverbob.com/home.htm/
Nikki Fox
---- http://s231.photobucket.com/albums/ee8/cavefox1/
Rock Climbing Knots Friction
- www.chockstone.org/TechTips/prusik.htm#Bachman/
Tri-State Grotto MySpace
www.myspace.com/tristategrotto/
Animated Knots by Grog ----- www.animatedknots.com/
White Nose Syndrome
http://www.caves.org/grotto/dcg/wns-notice-to-
cavers.pdf

NSS Online Cavers -------------- www.onlinecavers.com/
WNS
http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%20Info.htm/
Containment Procedures
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/whitenosemessage.html/
Crystal Grottoes Caverns
www.crystalgrottoescaverns.com

MONTH OF APRIL

Lauren McCoy, Ann Shepherd
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Here are a few links the read up on WNS and
keep up on the developing news:

NSS Page
http://www.caves.org/ WNS/index.htm
WNS Donation Page
http://www.caves.org/WNS/Rapid_Response.sht
ml
US Forest Caves Closure
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http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/docs/apr 2009 caves cl
osed/closure_order.pdf
US Fish & Wildlife Advisory
http://www.caves.org/ WNS/USFWS-
WNS cave advisory news rls 2009-03-
26_final-1.pdf
WNS Research
http://www.caves.org/ WNS/WNS2009research.p
df
D-Con Procedures
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/whitenosemessage
-html
The testimony on WNS before the joint sub-
committee video
http://resourcescommittee.house.gov/index.php?
option=com _jcalpro&ltemid=27&extmode=view
&extid=259
Subcommittee on WNS hearing NSS web page
http://caves.org/ WNS/Hearing%200n%20WNS.
htm
Geomyces in cave sediments
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/whitenose/PDF/W
HB2009-03WNSFinal.pdf
Geomyces in France
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/white nose.html
WNS in Hell Hole
http://wvgazette.com/News/201003070443

Scherr Crystal Cave

Here is a listing of articles and internet venues
that Scherr Crystal Cave has been mentioned in:

Charleston Daily News, Moorefield Examiner,
Grant Co Press, Charleston Gazette, Spirit of
Jefferson, Herald Dispatch, Huntington, WV,
WWVA.com, Bluefield/Beckley, WV,
Newstimes.com, Danbury, CT, Dead Dog
Dispatch (covers) Feb & Mar, Facebook, NSS
Discussion Board, WHVS-TV, Harrisonburg, VA,
The Journal, Martinsburg, WV

There could possibly be more but I stopped
looking.
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I have been holding back the story of Scherr Crystal Cave because the WV Caver wanted to use the story
as a lead article originally for the June issue. But since has been put back until the August Issue.
Therefore I’ve reluctantly been putting my Dead Dog Dispatch article off. The actual article will appear
in our June issue with all the bells & frills. To give you a taste of what’s been happening and has
happened here is a taste of the cave’s popularity and notoriety. Different versions of the article about the
caves discovery have appeared in many newspapers, the NSS cavechat.org, facebook, and other internet
venues. | guess you could say that [ have become somewhat famous because of the pictures that I put on
the WVDOT computer. Nikki Fox and I took many pictures while the others on the trip were exploring
and surveying. I’'m not sure exactly how many pictures Nikki took but I took150 pictures and all but about
10 pictures turned out pretty good. Here are a few of the better newspaper articles. Permission was
granted by each of the editors of the newspapers to use the articles!  Bob
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ll:mﬂdl'm mmmm ofa mmwmm:wmh Grani County.

Crew makes
fantastlc ﬂnd

By BALLY WOLFE
| DAILY MALSTAFF

aving enthusiasi Bob Ben-
netl ‘recently got & rare

portuni hen he
hﬂpﬂﬂfud mnt:ﬂq-:m;de:-

Eoveed cave Iy Cone, o

The cave was discovered
when contractors working on
the Corrider H project acciden-
tally pierced one of the cave
walls while making & hillside
road cut. Prior to last month,
there was no opening &nd it had
existed undisturbed.

Charley Riling, special assis-
tant to the state engi-
neer for environmental proj-
ects, and environmental momi-
tor for the Corridor H project,
gaid he was immedi
cerned about the potential dan-
ger posed by the cave.

o one knew the cave’s size, or
1 1es umneds led under the site of
the planned roadway, he said.

- wwwmmm

Hesaldthermmhum
up to the small entrance and

What they saw inside nearly

took thelr breath. ﬂhm%mmhmﬂhm
tals. Nikkl Fox, a and caver who took part in

® Tum to CAVE/TA

hmmuumhmmm

Bennett sald he was amazed by the wealth of mineral formations In the 400-fect-long cave.
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“There wns a bady-sized shot,

aboat 10 fect vp om o wall, and

n6ee vou weat this lilite

mﬁn alher side was Just fan-
" e dadd,

Thi cave was rich in mineral

beauty with stalactites and dei-

Icale calcite formations

hanging
Iram the eeil of the
large

Eo, It really does mol
bﬂi:lthlﬂh!#lﬂm BEl any
“1i was S0 QOrReous.”
The cave kad never been seen
by haman oyes. Bensett said he
was particulurly excited o
know b was among the firsl o
witnezs the wonders of ihe crys=

“!rf-:“ﬁ-m:uhu
native alsa

Wil be ane of the
wwhuthﬂlmﬁeﬁ:
State officials plan 1o have
the enirance sealed off as ssop

closed off. He said (he prope
BWNET, mmmdmmrﬁ.
keepi pofential tres-
PARSETE AWRY.

H
&
g

Knowing ihe cave sveniually

urge, be sadd

He believes it bs imporiani
that cave environments be al-
terod as litihe as posaible by ex-
plorers.

*You can’t go againsd your e
Hefs,"™ he sald,

mhn:m 'Tmm nﬂnnd'vul:
able bo, ma enliroty
cave in nlfwl sz hours, The
mapping allayed Rillags' cos-
DETTE,

COUATESY OF BO8 BENNETT

o stnlactites ond olher mineral
calling and walls of the cave,
road contraciorns

Iy dis-

The d of b cave did

no wildlife of any kind irside,
Although |t was & rare ooca-
glon for Bennell, he said caves
actunlly are discovered more
often than people might think.
“The list of caves in West Vir-

ghiiks and Vir continues o
am,"heﬂlrll:ddimthﬂlh

of caves
are in limesione,” he sald, “Ard
thai rticular lmeslone ogl
there is very cavily forming.”

Bengett's history with tbe de-
partmenl is one of happen-
sance.

In 2003, Besmedi got a call
from & friend wha told him o
large sinkbole had opened near

Mariinsbarg. He =ald be kad to
E iwtujg-:-u the opening for

A work crew was Leving 1o

fill in the ga pit when
neél arrived. He ssld i was
clear the workers didn’t realize
what Were up agaknsl

=1 d sew they were afl
kind of confused” he said
*They bhad dumped aboot 20
dump treck loads of dirt down
I.niElndildldn’l even touch the

He alsa gave his phose sum-
ber and e-mail address o &
state rosd official. Seven years
later, he got the call (o come o

;

He was abouwi 1,000 feet un-
al the time, and his

leration were Chris Coatos,
Denton, Kurl Waldron, Ter-
Wlﬂnphu apdl  Danny

Ta view more photos of the
cave, visil weilcomTak.
Coatact writer Billy Wolfe al
bifty, watfeS dailymail.com or 304-
T4 4843,
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Crysial formations ifered fhe cave, hence s niciname, Schan Cryvial Cave,

A Bcb Bannet! odmibes some of the foemations in e Schen Crysial Cave.

Phado by Bob Banoel!

ol formations greeled explorers when ey dscendsd o fhe cave near Sche

[Type text]
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Apr 11 Apr 12 dpr 13 Aprld Apri5 Apr 16 dpr 17
= TRX DAY
\ cadifro ¢
1."‘llllll""'i‘l
meeting Tpm
Apr 18 Apr 19 Apr 20 Apr 21 Apr 23 Apr 24
ARBOR DAY
Apr _;J ..-Epr .E-H Apr .;"': Apr ,'."q'i' -JEG' Apr 35_ A .fz.n. !
May 2 May 3 May 4 May 5 May 6 May 7 May 8
CINCO din HATIONAL
LAY O DAY of
PRAYER
May 9 May I May 11 May 12 May 13 May 14 May15
5 3 '
i.lll I;{rﬂ\;:la 1"".'1""-"3-
- ..:.£I|l
ARMED
meeting ¥ pm FORCES DAY
May 16 May |7 May I8 Aay 19 May 20 May21 May22
Spring VAR at
@
Falrground s
Spring VAR
sponsored by
Bubble Cave
LLE
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Updated WNS Map 4/1/10

1- SCNERR GRYSTAL GANE ARTIGLES st

DEAD DOG DISPATCH

TRI-STATE GROTTO OF THE NSS | 7 %
BOB BENNETT, EDITOR i yé’

464 HUCKLEBERRY DR
GERRARDSTOWN, WV 25420-0344

304-579-4304

gimpycaver@comcast.net
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